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CHAPTER CVIL )
INVALIDATION OF THE DOCTRINE o CAUSE AND EFFECT.

Argument :—Arguments in proof of the intsliectual vacuum, and the
representation of the world therein.

A,MA said :—Tell me again, O Venerable sir, how is in-

tellectual vacuity which you say to be the entity of

Brahma ; because I am never satiate to hear the holy words,
distilling as ambrosia from your lips, A

2. Vasishtha replied :—1I have fully explained to you that
the two states of sleeping and waking imply the samething; as
the twin vertues of composure and seli~controul are both the
same, though they are differentiated by two names.

8. Thére is in reality none difference of them, as there is none
between two drops of water ; they are both the one and same
thing, as the of Brahma and the Intellect.

4. As a man travelling from country to country, finds his
self consciousness to be every where the same; so and the very
same is the Intellect, which dwells within himself in its vacuous
form, and is styled the intellectual sphere.

5. This intellectual sphere is as clear, as the etherial sky;
wherein the earthly arbours display their verdure, by drawing
the moisture of the earth by their roots. (Thiy passage rests
on a text of the Sruti; and means that-the intellectual sphere
of men as the sky of trees is always clear, though theylive upon
the sap of earth).

- 6. Again the intellectual sphere is as calm and quiet, as the
mind of a man, who is free from desires and is at rest in him-
self; and whose composure is never disturbed by anything.

7. Agsin the intellectual sphere is like the quiet state of
am ; who had got rid of his busy cares and thoughts, reposes
himself at ease; before he is lulled to the insensibility of his
slecp. .

Vou IV 72







570 YOGA VASISHTHA,

8. Again as trees and plants growing in their seasvi. vise
in and fill the sky, without being attached to it ; such aso is
intellectual sphere, which is filled by rising worlds after worlds,
without being touched by or related to any.

9. Aguin the intelleetual sphore, is as cloar as the clondless
sky: and ag vacant as the mind of the saintly man, which is
whoily purified from the fapressions of visibles, and its thoughts
and desires are about any thing in the woild

10. The intelleetual state is as steady as those of the stable
rocks and trees; and when such is the state of the human
mind, it is then said to have attained its intellectuality ; (or else
its restless state is ealled the active mind and not the intellect).

11. The intellcetual ehasm, which is void of the three states
of the view, viewer and visibles, (or the subjective and objec-
tive) ; is said to be devoid also of all its modality and chunge,
(It means the impereeptilility of soul).

12. That is ealled the intellectual sphere, where the thought
of the various kinds of things, rise and last and set by turns,
without making any effect of change in its immutable nature.

13. That is said to be the intelloctual sphere, which embra-
ces wll things, and gives vise o and becomes everything itself;
and which:is permented throughout all nature for ver,

14, That which shines resplendens in heaven and ecarth, and
in the inside and outside of everybody with «qual blaze ; is said
to be the vacuity of the intellect,

15. It cxtends and stretches through all, and bends alto-
gether, connceted by its lengthening chaln to infinity ; and the
vacuity of the iutellest cuvelops the universe, whether it rises
before us an entity or non-cntity.

16. It is the intellectual vacuwn which produces every-
thing, and at last reduees all to itsclf: aud the chanfes” of
creation and dissolution, wre ali the working™ of this vacuity,
(But how ecan the vacuous nothing produce any thing from
iteelf cr redive any into ib;  (Eendhilwm wikil fit, ot in
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17. The ity of the intelloct produces tha world, as fhe
sleeping state of the mind, presents its sights in our dresm;
and a3 the dream is dispersed in our deep sleep, s0 the waking
dream of the world is vanished from view, apon dispersipon of
its fallacy from the mind.

18. Kuow the intellectual to be p o of ita
intellection, and as quiet and composed in its nature; and it
is by a thought of it, as by twinkling or winking of the eye,
that the world comes to exist and disappear by turne, (Manu
calls these the waking and sleeping states of the soul, and as
eauses of the existence and inexistence of the world)

19. The intellectual Vacuum is found in the disquistions of
all the sdstras, to be what is neither this nor that nor any thing
any where ; and yet as all and everything in every place and at
all times (i e Nothing eoncrete, but every thing in the

_ abstract).

20. As a man travelling from country to country, retains
his consciousness intravelled in himself ; so the intellect always
rests in its place in the interim, though the mind passes far and
farther in an instant.

21. The world is full of the intellect, both asit is or hed.
over been before; and its outward sight being dependent on
its ideasinthemind,givesit the form and figure as they appear
unto us. .

22. Tt is by a slight winking of its eys, that it assumes and
appears in varied shapes; though the intellect never changes
its form, nor alters the clearness of its vacuous sphere.

23. Look on and know all these objects of sense, with thy
external and internal organs, and without any desire of thine
for them; be ever wakeful and vigilent about them, but remain
as quite sleepy over them.

24, Be undesirous of any thing and indifferent in your mind,
when you speak to any one, take any thing or go any where;
and remain as deadly cold and quiet, as long as you have to
live.

25, But it is impossible for you to remain as such, 80 kng as
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you fix your eyes and mind on the visibles before you ; and con-
tinue to view the mirage of the world, and look upon its
duality rising as two moon in the sky.

26. Know the world to be no production from the begin-
ning ; because the want of its prior cause prevents its sequence ;
and there is no possibility of a material creation, proceeding
from an immaterial cansality.

27. Whatever appears as existent before you, is the product
of a causeless cause; it is the app of the ¢ dent
One, that appears visible to you. (The world is the visible
form of the invisible One).

28. The world as it stands at present, is no other than its
very original form ; and the same undual and undivided pure
soul appears as a duality, as the disc of the moon apd its halo
present its two aspects to us.

29. Thus the strong bias, that we have contracted from our
false rotion of the duality ; has at last involved us in the error
of taking the false fortune, as to believe the shadow of 2 dream
for reality.

30. Therefore the phenomenal world is no real production,
nor does it actually exist or is likely ever to come to existence ;
it is likewise never annihilated, because it is impossible for a
njhility to be nil again,

31, Hence that thing which is but a form of the serene
vacuum, must be quiet calm and serenealso; and thjs being
exhibited in the form of the world, is of its own uatnre quite
clear and steady, and imperishable to all eternity. (The Beo-
vyom or vacuum being a void, cannot be annulled to a nullity
again). '

32. It is nothing what is seen before us, nor ought that is
visible, is ever reliablc as real; neither alsois there ever a
viewer for want of visible, nor the vision of a thing without
its view. )

33. R4ma rejoined - —If it is such, then Pplesse to explain
moreover, O most eloquent sir, the nature of the visibles, their
view, and viewer ; and what are these that thus appear to our
view.
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84, Vasishtha replied :—Tltere being no assignable cause,
for the appearance of the nnreal visibles; their vision is but a
deception, and yet it maintained as true by the dogmltum of
opponents, -

85. Whatever there appears as visible to the vision of the
viewer, is all fallacy and offspring of the great delusion of
Mi4y4 only. But the world in its recondite sense,is but.a
reflexion of the Divine mind.

86.. The intellect is awake in our sleeping state, snd shows
us the shapes in our dream, as'the sky exhibits the various in
its smple garden; thus the intellect manifests itself in “the
form of the world in itself.

87. Hence there is no formal canse or self evolving element,
sinice the first creation of the world ; and that sparkles any
where before us, is only the great Brahma Himself (not in his
person or formless form, but in hia spinit or intellectuality).

88. It ig the sunshins of the Intallect withiri its own hollow
sphere, that manifesta thil world as .a reflexion of his own
person.

89. The world is ‘an exhibition of the quality, of the
unqualified y of the Intellect ; as exist is the quality
of existent beings. and as vacuity is the property of vacuum,
and as form is the attribute of a material substance. -

40 ‘Know the world as f.he concrete ocounterpart, of the
discrete attribute of the transcendent glory of god; and as
the very reflexion of it, thus visibly exposed to the view of ite
beholders. ;

4L But thera being in reality no duality whatever, in the
unity of the Divinity; He is neither the reflector nor the
reflexion himself; say who can sscertain what ‘he is, or tell
whether he is a being or not. being, or a something or -nothing.

42. R4ma rejoined :—If 50 it be as you say, that the Lord
is neither the reflector nor reflexion, and neither the viewer
nor the view (4. & if he is neither the prototype nor its likeness,
and neither the subjective nor objective); then ssy what is
the difference between the cause and effect, what is the source
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of all these, and if they are unreal why do they appear as
realities,

43. Vasishtha replied :—Whenever the Lord thinks on the
manifestation of his intellect, He beholds' the same at the

very moment, and then b the subjective beholder of the
objects of his own thought.
44. The intellectual itgelf the form of the

world, as the earth becomes a hill &c by itself; but it never
forgets itself for that form,as men do in their dream. More-
over there is no other cause to move it to action, except its own
free will.

45. As a person changing his former state to a new one,
retains his self consciousness in the interim, so the Divine In-
tellect retains its identity, in its transition from prior vacuum
to its subsequent state of the plenum.

46. The thought of cause and effect, and the semse of the
visible and invisible, proceed from errors of the mind and de-
fects of vision ; it is the erroneous imagination that frames
these worlds, and mobody’ questions or upbraids himself for his
error. The states of canse and effect, and those of the visible
and invisible &c, are mere phantoms of grror, nsmg before the
sight of the living soul and proceeding from its ignorance, and
then its imagination paints these as the world, and there is
nobody that finds his error or blame himself for his blunder.

47. If there be another person, that is the cause, beholder
and enjoyer of these ; (other than the supreme one) then say
what is that person, and what is the phenomenal, that is the
point in question ; or it is liable to reproof.

48, As the state of our sleep presents us only, an indiscern-
ible -vacuity of the' Intellect, (which watches alone over the
sleeping world) ; how then is it poesible to represent the One
sonl as many, without being blamed for it.

49. Tt is the self-existent soul alove, which presents the
appearance of the world in the intellect ; and it is the igneran-
ce of this trath, which has led to the general belief, of the
creation of the world by Brahméd.




- NIRVANA-PRAKARANA. 575

50, It is igme of this intellectual ph which
has led mankind to many errirs, under the different names of
illusion or mdyd; of ignorance or avidyd, of the phenomenal or
drisya, and finally of the world or jagat.

51. The manifestation in the intellectual vacuum, takes
possession of the mind like a phantom ; which represents the
unreal world as a reality before it, as the false phantom of
ghost, takes a firm hold on the mind of an infant.

52. Although the world is an unreality, yet we have a no-
tion of it as somthing real in our empty intellect; and thig is
po other than the embodiment of a dream, which shows us the
forms of hills and cities in empty air.

53 The intelleet represents itself as a hill or a Rudra, or as
a sea or as the God Vir&j himself ; just a man thanks in his
dream, that he sees the hills and towns in his empty mind.

54. Northing formal that has any form, can be the result
of a formless cause (as god); hence the impossibility of the
existence of the solid world, and of its formal causes of atomic
elements, at the great annihilation both prior to creation,
as also after its dissoluti It is therefore evident, that
the world is ever existent in its ideal form ouly in the
Divine Mind, )

55.. It isa mereu d exi herent in its vacu-
ous state in the vacuous Mind : and wlmb is called the world,
is no more than an - emptiness appertaining to the empty
Intellect.

56. The minds of ignorant poople are as glassy mirrors,
receiving the dim and dull images of things set before their
senses; but- those of reasoning men are as clear microscopes,
that spy the vivid light of the the Divine Mind that shines
through all. (This light is called Pmlyag'mimma or the noos-
copic appearance of Divine soul).

57. Therefore they are the best of men, who shan the mght
of visible forms ; and view the world in the light of intellectual
vacuity ; and remain as firm as rocks in the meditation of the
ateady Intellect, and place no faith or reliance on anything else.

58. The Intellect shows the revolution of the world in
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iteolf, by ita incessant act of airy intellection ; as the ses dis-
plays it circuition throughout the watery world, by the con-
tinual rotation of its whirlpools.

" 59. As the figurative tree of our desire, produces and
yields our wished for fruits in a moment, so the intellect pre-
sents every thing before us, that is thought of in an [instant.
(It is the subjective mind, that shows the objects of its thought
within itself).

60. As the miud finds in iteelf, its wished for gem and
the fruiv of its desire; in the same mauner doth the internal
sonl, meet with its desired ohjects in its self in a
minute, ‘

61. As & man passing from one place to another, reats
salmly in the interim ; such is the state of the mind in the
interval of its thoughts, when it sees neither the one mor
wnother thing.

62. Tt is the reflection of the Intellect only, which shines
clearly in variegated colours, within the cavity of its own
sphere; and though devoid of any shape or colour. yet it
exhibits itself like the vacuity of the sky, in the blueness of
the firmament.

63. Nothing unlike can result from: the vacaous Intell-
ect, other than what is alike inane as itself; a material
production requires & material cause, which is wanting in the
Intellect ; and therefore the created world is but a display of
the Divine Mind, like the appearance of dreams before 'our
sleeping minds.




CHAPTER CVIL
TaE Natore or IgNoEANCE oR ILLvsioN oF THE Minn

Argumm-l’mo!o!ﬂu wuﬂnmdﬂn(-dth
Tutelleot, snd the Inmateriality of the abjec 1 morld.

ASISHTHA Continued :-—The world is the subjective

Intellect and inborn in it, and not the objective which

is perosived from withont. It is the empty apace of the Intell-

ect which displays the noumenals in itself, and here the éripate

or the triple state of the Intellect, .ita int llection and the

chetya or intellectual combi th (i. ¢ The thinking
‘principle, its thmhng and thoughfa all unite together).

2. Here in its ample exhibition, all living beings are dis-
played as dead bodies; and I and you, he and it, are all repre.
pented as lifeless figures in & picture.

8. Al persons engaged in active life, appear here as motion-
less blocks of wood, or as cold and silent bodies of the dead ;
and all moving and unmoving beings, sppear to be seeing
here as in the empty air.

4. The sights of all things are exposed here, like the glare
of the chrystaline surface of the sky ; and they are to be con-
sidered as nothing, for nothing substantial can b contained in
the hollow mind. '

5. The bright sun-beams and the splashing waves, and the
gathering vapours in the air; present us with forms of shin-
ing pe. -Is and gems in them, but never does any one rely on
their n. "ity.

8. So this phenomenon of the world, which appears in the
vacuum of the Intellect ; and seems to be true to the apprehen-
sion of every body, yet it is never relied on hy any one.

7. The Intellect is entangled in its false fancies, as a boy
is caught in his own hobby ; and dwells on the errors of unreal
material things rising as smoke before it.

8. Say ye boys, what reliance can you place on your egoism

Vo IV, 73
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and meity, 80 88 to say “this is I and that is mine.” - Ah, well
dol pemelve it now, that it is the pleasure of boys, to indulge
th Ivea in their visionary flights.

9. Knowing the unreality of the earth and other things,
men are yet proné to pass their lives in those vanities and in
their ignorance of tmt.h, they resemble the miners, who instead
of digging the earth in search of gold, expect it to fall upon
them from hesven.

10, When the want of prior and co-ordinate causes, proves_
a priori the imposaihility of the effect; so the want of any
created thing, proves a posteriori the inexistence of a causal
agent. (i e. there is no creation nor its creator likewise).

11. They,who deal in this uncreated world, with all the un-
real shadows of its persons and things; are as ignorant as
‘madman, who take a hohby to nourish their nnborn or dead
offepring.

12. Whence is this'earth and all other things, by whom
sre they made, and how did they spring to sight; it is the
Tepresentation of the Intellectual vacuum, which shines in
itself, and is quite calm and serene,

18. The minds of those that ave addicted to fancy to them-
gelves, a causality and its effect, and their time and place; are
thus inclined to believe in the existence of the earth, but we
have nothing to do with their puerile reasoning.

14. The world whether it is considered as material or im-
material, is but a display of the intellectusl vacuum ; which
presents all these images like dreams to our minds, and as the
empty sky shows its hues and figures to our eyes.

15. The form of the vacuous intellect is without a form,
and it is only by our percipience that we have our knowledge of
it; it is the same which shows itself in the form of the
earth &c, and the subjective soul appears as the subjective
world to our sight,




CHAPTER CVIIL

DrscrRIPTION OF THE KNOWLEDGE AND IGNORANCE OF
THE SOUL
Argument :~The Knowledge of the objective continuing with owr-
ignorance of the sabjective and the story of the wise prinos vipaschit,.
attacked by his rude enermies.

AMA rejoined —He whose mind is bound by bis ignor-

ance, to the bright vividness of visible phenomensl;

views the palpable scemes of the nonmensl, as mere hia
idledreams, and as visionary as empty air.

2. Now, O sage, please to tell me again, the nature and
manmer of this ignorance of the noumenal ; and to what extent
and how long, does this ignorance of the spiritusl bind fast &
man.

8. Vasishtha replied :—Know R#ma, those that are besot-
ted by their igmorance, think this carth and the elementary
bodies, to be as everlasting as the beliove Brahma to be. Now
O Rima ! hear a tale on this subject.

4. There is in some corner of the infinite space, another-
world with its three locas of the upper and lower regions, in
the manner of this terrestial world. .

5. There is a piece of land therein, as beautaful as this land
of ours; and is called the sema bhumi or level land, where alk
beings bad there free range.

6. In a city of that place, there reigned a prince well
known for his learning, and who passed his time in the com-
pany of the learned man of his court.

7. He shone as handsome as a swan in a lake of lotuses,
and as bright as the moon among the stars; he was as digni-
fied as the mount Meru or polnt pinoacle among mountains, and
he presided over his 1 as its president.

8. Thestmmnfb&nh.fellsbortmthemtdofhn
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praises, and he wasa firm patron of poets and bards, as s
mountain is the support of its refugees.

9. The prosperity of his valour flourished day by day, and
streatched its lustre to all sides of the-earth; as the blooming
beauty of lotus blossoms, under the early heams of the rising
sun, fills the landscape with delight every morning.

10. That respectable prince of Brahmanic faith, adored
fire as the lord of gods, with his full faith; and did not recog-
nize any other god as equal to him ; (Because agni is said to
be the Brahma or father of the gods).

11. He was beset by conquering forces, consisting of horse,
elephants and foot soldiers ; and was surrounded by his coun-
cillors, as the sea is girt by his whirlpools and rolling waters.

12. His vast and unfinching forces, were employed in the
protection of the four bounderies of his realm; as the four
seag serve to gird the earth on all its four sides.

13. His capital was as the nave of a wheel, the central
point of the whole circle of his kindgom ; and he was as invin-
cible a victor of his foes, as the irresistible discus of Vishnu.

14. There appeared to him once a shrewd herold, from the
eastern borders of his state ; who approached to him in haste,
and delivered a secret message that was not pleasing unto
him.

15, Lord! may thy realm be never detached, which is
bound fastly by thy arms, as a cow is tied to a tree or post;
but hear me relate to you something, which requires your con-
sideration. (The word go-Gr. ge.-Pers. gao-cow, means both
the earth and a cow and hence their mutual simile).

16. Thy chieftain in the east is snatched away from his
post, by the relentless hand of a fever where upon he seems to
have gone to the regions of death, to conquer as it were, the
god Yoma at thy behest.

17. Then as thy chief on the south, proceedec * quell the
borderers there abouts; he was attacked by hostile 1orces who
poured upon him from the east and west, and killed by the
enemy.

18. Upon his death as the chieftain of the west, proceeded
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with his army to wrest those provinces (from the hands of the
enemy).

19. He was met on his way, by the combined forces of the
inimical princes of the east and south, who put him to death
in his half way journey to the spot.

20. Visishtha' continued :~—As he was relating in this wise,
another emissary driven by his haste, entered the court-hall
with as great a rush, as a current of the deluging flood.

21. He represented saying:—O lord, the general of thy
forces on the north, is overpowered by a stronger ememy, and
is routed from his post, like an embankment hroken down and
borne away hy the rushing waters.

22. Hearing so, the king thought it useless to waste time,
and issuing out of his royal apartment, he bade as follows.

23.. Summon the princes and chiefs and the generals and
ministers, o appear here forth with in their full armour; and
lay open the arsenal, and get out the horrible weapons (of des-
truetion).

24. Put on your bodies your armours of mail, and set the
infantry on foot ; number the regiments, and select the best
warriors, .

25. Appoint the leaders of the forces, and send the heralds
all around; thus said the king in haste, and such was the
royal behest.

26. When the warder appeared before him, and lowly bend-
ing down his head, he sorrowfully expressed ; “ Lord, the chief-
tain of the north is waiting at the gate, and expects like the
lotus to come to thy sunlike sight.

27, The king answered :—Go thou quickly there, and get
him to my presence; that I may learn from his report the
sterring events of that quarter.

28. Thus ordered, the warder introduced the northern
chief to the royal presence ; where he bent himself down be-
fore his royal lord, who beheld the chieftain in the following
plight.
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29. His whole body and every part and member of it, was
full of wounds and scars; it breathed hard and spouted out
Blood, and supported itself with difficulty.

30. While he with due obeisance, and faltering breath and
voice, and contortion of his limbs, delivered this hasty message
to his sovereign.

31. The chieftain said ;—My lord, the three other chiefs
of the three quarters, with pumerous forces under ¥hem, have
already gone to the realms of yama (plute), in their attempt
to conquer death at thy behest : (4. ¢. to encounter the enemies
on every side).

82. Then the clansmen finding my weakness, to defend thy
realms alone on this side, assembled in lasge numbers, and
poured upon me with all their stremgth.

33. I have with great difficulty, very narrowly eseaped
from them to this palace, all gory and gasping for life as you
see; and pray you (o punish the rebels, that sre not invincible
before your might.

84, Vasishtha continued :—As the yet alive and wounded
chieftain, had been telling his painful story in this manner to
the king ; there appeared om a sudden another person entering
the palace after him, and speaking to the king in the following
manner.

85. O sovereign of men, the hostile armies of your enemies,

- likening the shaking leaves of trees, have all beset in greut
numbers, the skirts of your kingdom, on all ite four sides.

- 86. The enemy has surrounded our lands, like & chain of
rocks all around; and they are blazing all about with their
brandishing swords and spears, and with the flashing of their
forest like maces and lances.

- 87. The bodies of their soldiers, with the flying flags and
shaking weapons on them, appear as moving chariots upon the
ground ; while their rollig war cars, seem as sweeping oities all
about.

88. Their uplifted drms in the air, appear as rising forests
of fleshy arbours in the sky ; and the resounding phalanx of big
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Jlephants, seem as huge bodies of rainy clouds roaring on
high.

+ 89. The grounds seeming to rise and sink, with the bound-
ing and bending of their snoring horses; give the land an
appearance of the sea, sounding hoarsely under the lashing
winds.

40. The land is moistened and whitened around, by the
thickening froth fallen from the mouths of horses; and bears
its n hlance to the foaming main, fell. with its salt spray
all over.

41. The groups of armed armaments in the field, resemble
the warlike array of clouds in the sky; and likens to the huge
surges, rising upon the surface of the sea, troubled by the gusts
of the deluge.

42. The weapons on their bodies, and their armours and
coronets, are shining forth with a flash that equals the flame
and fire of thy valour.

43. Their battle array, in the forms of circling crocodiles and
long stretching whales ; resemble the waves of the sea, that
toss ahout these marine animals upon the shore.

44, Their lines of the lancers &c, are advancing with one
accord against us ; and flashing with their furious rage and fire,
are uttering and muttering their invectives to us.

45. Tt is for this purpose, that I have come to report these
thing to my lord, so that you will deign to proceed in battle
array to the borders, and drive these insurgents as weeds from
the skirts.

46. Now my lord, I take leave of you, with my bow and
arrows and club and sword as I came, and leave the rest to your
best discretion,

47. Vasishtha added :—Saying so, and bending lowly to his
lord, the emissary went out forthwith; as the undulation of
the sea disappears, after making a gurgling noise.

48. Upon this the king with his honorable ministers, his
knights and attendants and servants ; together with his cavalry
and charioteers, the men and women and all the cilizens at large
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were struck with terror; and the sentinels of the palace, tremb-
led with fear, as they shouldered their arms and weilded their
, which r bled a forest of trees shaken by a hurri-

'
cane.



CHAPTER CIX.

FIGHTING WITH THE INVADING ARMIES AT THE GATE
orF THE CrTY.

Argument :—Adopting ways and means to quell the disturbanoes of the
hostile enemies.

ASISHTHA Continued :—JIn the mean while, the assem-

bled ministers advanced before the king, as the sages of

yore resorted to the celestial Indra, being invaded hy the
Daityas-Titans around.

2. The ministers addessed :—Lord! We have consulted and
ancertained, that as the enemy is irresistible by any of the three
means (of peace, dissension and bribe or concession) ; they must
be quelled by force or due punishment.

8. When the proffer of amity is of no avail, and the offer of
hostages doth also fail; it is wuseless to propose to them, any
other term for a reconciliation.

4. Vile enemies that are base and barbarous, that are of
different countries and -races, that are great in number and
opulence ; and those that are acquainted with our weakness
and weak parts; are hardly conciliated by terms of peace or
subsidy.

5. Now there i3 no remedy against this insurrection, save
by showing our valour to ‘the enemy; wherefore- let all our
efforts be directed, towards the strengthening of our gates and
ramparts.

6.. Give orders to our bravos to sally out to the field, and
command the people to worship and implore the protection of
the gods; and let the generals give the war alarm with loud
‘sounding drums and trumpete. )

7. Let the warriors be well armed, and let;, them rush to the
field ; and order the soldiars to.pour upon the plains in all direc-
tions, as the dark deluging clouds inundate the land.

8. Let the out stretched bows rattle in the air, and the

VoL IV
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bowstrings twang and clang all around; and let the shadow:
of curved bows, obscure the skies as'by the clouds.

9. Let the thrilling bow strings, flash as flickering light
nings in the air, and the loud war whoop of the soldiers, sounc
a8 the growling clouds above ; let the flying darts and arrow:
fall as showers of rain, and make the combatants glare;, witl
the sparkling gold rings in their ear.

10. The king said :—Do you all proceed to the battle, and
do promptly all what is y on this ion; and I will
follow you straight way to the battle field, after finishing my
ablution and the adoration of Agni-the fiery god.

11. Notwithstanding the important affairs, which waited
on the king ; yet he fonnd a moments respite to bathe, by
pouring potfuls of pure gangd water upon him, in the manner
of a grove watered by a showering of rain water.

12. Then having entered his fire temple, he worshipped
the holy fire with as much reverence, as itis enjoined in the
séstras ; and then began to reflect in himself, in the following
manner.

18. I haveled an untroubled and easy life, passing in plea-
sure and prosperity ; and have kept in security all the subjects
of my realm streching to the sea.

14 I have subdued the surface of the earth, and reduced
my enemies under my foot ; and have filled the smiling land
with plenty, under the bending skies on all sides.

15. My fair fame shines inthe sphere of heaven, like the
clear and cooling beams of the lunar orb; and the plant of
my renown, stretches to the three worlds, like the three bran-
ches of gangd. '

16. I have lavished my wealth, to my friends and relatives,
and to respectable Brahmans; in the manner, as I have
smassed my treasures for myself; and I quenched my thirss
with the beverage of the cocoanut fruits, growing on edges of
the four oceans. (That is to say :—his realms were
or bounded by the four oceans on all sides).

17. My cnemies trembled before me for fear of their lives,
and they groaned before me as croaking frogs with their dis-
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tended pouches, and my rule extended over and marked the
mountains, situated in the islands amidst the distant seas.

18. I have roved with bodies of siddhas, over the nine re-
gions beyond the visible horizon ; and I have rested on the tops
of bordering monntains, like the flying clouds that rest on
mountain tops.

19. With my full knowing mind, and my perfection in
Divine meditation ; I have acquired my dominions entire and
unimpared, hy cause of my good will for the puhlic weal (I$
means the prince’s high attainmentsin spiritual, intellectual
as well as territorial concerns).

20. T have manacled the lawless Rdkshas, in strong chains
and fetters ; and kept my cares of religious duties, and- those
of my treasures and personal enjoyments within proper bounds,
and without telling them clash with one another..

21. T have passed my life time, in the uninterrupted dis-
charge of those triple duties of mine; and have relished my
life with great joy and renown. But now hoary old age hath
come upon me, like the snow and frost fallen upon the with-
ered leaf and dried straw.

22. Now hath old age come, and blasted all my pleasures and
efforts ; and after all, these furious cnemies have overpower-
ed upon me, and are eager for warfare.

23. They have poured upon me in vast numbers on all sides,
and the victery is doubtful ; it is therefore better for me to
offer myself as a sacrifice, to the god of this burning fire, which
is known to crown its worshipper with vietory.

24. T will pluck this head of mine, and make an offering of
it to the Fire-god (as a fit fruit to shrine; and say ;—O Ig-
neous god, I make here an offering of my head to thee). ~

25. 1 give this offering, as I have ever before given my
oblations to fire ; therefore accept of this also, O god, if thou
art pleased with my former offeriggs.

26. Let the four urns of thy fiery furnace, yield four forms
of mine, with hrilliant and strong bodies, like that of Ndrdyana,
with his mighty arms,
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27. Thus will I be enabled, with those four bodies of mine,
to met my enemies on all the four sides; and be invulnerable
like thyself, by keeping my thought and sight, ever fixed in
‘thee.

28. Vasishtna replied :—So saying, the king tock hold of
a dagger in his hand ; and separated the head from his body
-with one blow of it, as boys tear off a lotus bud from the
stalk with their nails. (In many instances, the head is men-
tioned to be torn off by the nails)

29, As the head became an oblation, to the fire of dusky
fumes; the headless trunk of the self immolated soverign,
sprang and flew also upon the burning furnace.

830. The sacred fire, being fed with the fat and fiesh of
the royal carcass; yielded forth with four such living bodies,
from' amidst its burning flames ; as it is the nature of the good
and great, to make an instantaneous of four fold, of what they
receive in earnest.

81, The king sprang from amidst the fire, in his fourfold
forms of his kingly appearance, and these were as luminous
with their effulgence, as the radiant body of Nardyana, when
it rose at first from the formless deep. (The spirit of god rising
over the surface of the deep).

82. -These four bodies of the king, shone forth with their
resplendent lustre ; and were adorned with their inborn decora-
tions of the royal crown and other ornaments and weapons.
(The fire born form allude to the Agniculas or fiery races of
men) .

83. They bad their armours and coroncts on, together with
helmets, hracelets and- fittings for all -and cvery put of the
body ; and necklaces and ear-rings bang upon them as they
moved along. .

84 All the four princes were of equal forms, and of similar
shapes and sizes in all the member of their bodies; and werc
all seated on horse back, like so many Indras riding vn their
Uchai-srava horses: (having their ears pricked up, as in the
plight of their beavenward flight).
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85. They had their long and capacious quivers, full with
arrows of golden shafts; and their ponderous bows and bow-
strings, were equally long and strong with the god of war.

36. They rode also on elephants and steeds, and mounted
on their war-cars and other vehicles in their warfare ; and were
alike impregnable by the arms of the enemy, both themselves
as well as the vehicles they rode upon.

37. They sprang from the bosom of the sacred fire, as the
flames of the submarine fire, rise from amidst the ocean, by
being nourished with the oblations that were offered upon it.

38. Their flowery bodies on jewelled horses, made res-
plendant on all sides as four smiling faces of the monon; and
their good figures looked lik Hara-Hari, as if they have come
out from fire and water.



CHAPTER CX.

BarTLE OF THE WISE PRINCES, WITH THE IGNORANT
BARBARIAN.

Argument :— Description of the warfare before the city gatos, betwixt
the Hoyal armies and the Rude Invaders of the Realm.

VASISHTHA continued :—In the mean time the battle
was raging in its full fury, between the royal forces, and
the hostile bands that had advanced before the city gates.

2. Here the encmies were plundering the city and villages,
and there they sct fire to the honses and hamlets; the sky
wasg obscured by clouds of smoke and dust, and the air was
filled by loud cries of havoc and wailing on every side.

8. The snn was obscured by the thickening shadow, of the
network of arrows spread over the skies; and the disk of the
sun now appeared to view: and was then lost to sight the next
moment.

4. The burning fire of the incendiaries, set to flame the
leaves of the forest trees; and the fire brands of burning wood,
were falling as Joosely all around, as the iron sleets of arrow
breast were hurling through the air.

5. The flame of the blazing fire, added a double lustre, to
the burnished and brandishing weapons ; and the souls of the
great combatants falling in battle, are borne aloft to the regions

of Indra, where they were ministered hy the h ly nympha.
6. The Thundering pe..ls of fierce elephants, exclhed the
bravery of bravados: and il pons of various kinds,

were flung abeut in showers.
"

7. The loud shouts and eries of the combatents, depressed
the spirits of dastardly cowuds, nnd the hoary clouds of
dust flying in the air, as ]

vy 3 s 4

the paths of the midway skies .
8. Chicftains eager to die in the ficld, werc roving abont
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with loud shouts; and men were falling in numbers here and
there, as if stricken by lightnings in the battle field.

9. Buming houses were falling below, and fiery clouds
dropt from above ; flying arrows in the form of rocks, were
rolling on high; and descending upon and dispatching to
death, numhers of soldiers that were ready to die.

10. The gallopping horses in the field gave it the appear-
ance of wavy ocean afar; and the crashing of the tusks of
fighting elephants, crackled like the clashing clouds in air.

11. The shafts of the arrows of the combatants, filled the
forts and its bastion; and the flashing of the same on the top
of it, made a glare of fire around. - )

12, The dashing of one another in passing to and fro, torn
their garments into pieces, and the furling of flags in open air
and the clashiog of shield between combatants made a pat-pat
noise all around.

13. The flash of the tusks of elephant, and ¢he crash of
weapous dashing on stony rocks, and the loud uproar and
clangour of the battlefield, invited the elephants uf heaven to
joinin the fray.

14. The flights of arrows, ran as rivers into the ocean of
the sky ; and the flying lances, swords and discuses, which
were ﬂung into the air, resemhled the sharks and alligators,
swimming in the etherial sea.

15. The concussion of the armours of the clamorous com-
batants, and the clashing of the arms in commingled warfare,
represented the sounding main beset by islands.

16. The ground was trodden down to a muddy pool under
the feet of the foot soldiers; and the blood issuing out of
their bodies from the wounds of the arrows, ram as river
carrying down the broken charmts and slain elephants in ite
rapid course.

17. The flight of the winged shafts, and the fallmg of the
battle axes, resembled the waves of the arrowy sea in the air; ;
and the broken arms of the vanquished, floated as aquatic
animals upon it,
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18, The sky was set on fire, by the flames issuing forth
from the clashing arms; and the celestial regions were filled
with the dcificd souls of departed heroes, now released
from the fetters of their wrinkled and decaying frames of
earth.

19. Clouds of dir+ dust and ashes filled the firmament.
with flashes of lightun:zs #aming s arches amidst them ; tne
missile weapons filled the air, as the tractile arms occupied
the surfare: of the carth.

20. The contending combatants hooted at one another,
and broke and cut their weapons in mutual contest; the
cars were cleft by clashing at each other, and the chariots
were reft by dashing together.

21. Hore the headless trunks of the kabandhas (anthro-

" pophagi), mingled with the gigantie bodies of the vetdla demons,
were disastrous on cvery side; and there the demoniac vetula
plucking their hearts for their hearty meal

22. The bravos were tearing the arteries of ‘the slain, and
breaking asunder their avms, heads and thighs; while the up-
lifted and shaking arms of the Kabandhas, madea moving
forest in the air. ’

23. The demons moving about with their open and jeering
mouths, made their maws and jaws as caskets for carrions; and
the soldiers passing with their helmets and coronets on, looked
fiercely on all around.

24. To kill or die, to slay or to be slain, was the soldier’s
final glory in the field ; as it was their greatest infamy, to be
backward in their giving or receiving of wounds.

25. He is the gladdener of death, who dries up the boast of
sohi'\crs and chieftains, and drains the flowing ichor of ferocious
elephants; (i.c. puts an end to them): and one who is en-
tirely bent on destruetion.

26. There were loud applauses given to the victory, of un-
boasting and unrenowned heroes ; as there were the great
censures, which were poured upon the nameless and dastardly
cowards.
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27. The réusing of the sleeping virtues of prowess and
others, is as glorious to the great and strong ; as the laying out
of their treaSures, for the protection of their proteg

28. The proboscides of the elephants, were broken in the
conflict of elephant riders and charioteers ; and oozing of the
fragrant fluid of ichor from their frout, was altogether at a stop.

29. Elephants left loose by their flying leaders, fell into the
lakes, and cried like shrill storks in them ; and here they were
pursued and overcome by men who inflicted terrible wounds
upon them with their hands.

30. In some place the unprotected as well as the uninvaded
people, being down trodden and half dead in their mutual
scuffle ; fled to and fell at the feet of their king, as the daytime
takes its shelter under the shining sun.

31, They being maddened by pride with the force of giddi-
ness, became subject to death; (z.e. they called death, to be
re-born) ; as millionares and traders seek a better place in dread
of their life.

32. The red coats of soldiers, and the red flags lifted upon
their arms as a wood of trees; spread a rubicund colour all
around, like the adoration of the three worlds,

33. White umbrellas, resembling the waves of the Milky
ocean, when churned by the Mandara mountain ; covered the
weapons of the soldiers under them, and made the sky appear
as a garden of flowers.

34. The eulogies of sung by the bards and Gandharvas, added
to the valour of the warriors ; and profluent liquor of the tall
palma trees (i. e the toddy juice), infused a vigour to their
veins, a8 that of Baladeva (who faught dead drunk in battle).

35. There was the clashing of arms of the Rikshasas, who
faught together in bodies; who were as big as lofty trees, and
fed on carcasses, with which they filled their abodes in the
caverns of mountains.

36. There was a forest of spears rising to the sky on one
side, with the detached heads and arms of the slain attached to
them ; and there were the flying stones vn another, which were
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flung from the slings of the combatants, and which covered the
ground below.

37. There was the clapping of the arms and hands of the
champions, resembling the splitting and bursting of great trees;
and there was heard also the loud wailings of women, echoing
amidst the 1.ty edifices of the city.

38. The flight of fiery weapons in the air, resembled the
flying fire brands on high, with a hissing and whistling sound ;
and the people betook themselves to flight from these, leaving
their homes and treasures all behind.

39. The lookers were flying away, from the fiying darts all
about, inorder to save their heads; just as the timid snakes
hide themselves, for fear of the devouring phoeniz, darting
upon them from the sky.

40. Daring soldiers were grinded under tusks of elephants,
as if they were pounded under the jaws of death, or as the
grapes are crushed in their pressing mills.

41. The weapons flying in the air, were repelled and broken
by the stones, flung by the balhahcs and the shonts of the
chapions, r ded as the reechoing yells of elephants, issning
out of the ragged coverns,

42, The hollow sounding caves of mountains, resounded to
the loud shouts of warriors; who were ready to expose their
dear lives and dearly earned vigour in the battle field.

43. The hurning fire of firearms,’and the flames of incendi-
arism flashed on all sides; these and mutual conflicts and
chariot fightings, went on unceasingly all aronnd.

44. The battle field was surrounded by the surviving
soldiers, who were as stanch hearted as the mount Kailasa, with
the strong god Siva seated therein.

45. The bravemen that boldly expose their lives in battle,
enjoy a lasting life by their death in warfare, and die in
their living state, by their flight from the field (The text is
very curt and says:—The brave live by dying, and die by
their living)

46. Big clephants being killed in the battle field, like lotus
flowers immerging into the waters of lakes; great champions
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were seen to stalk over the plains, as towering storks strutted
on the banks of lakes. .

47. Here showers of stones were falling in torrents, with a
whizzing sound ; and the showers of arrows, were running with
a wistling noise around ; and the vproar of warriors were grow-
ling in the skies. The flying weapons were hurtling through
the nir, and the neighing of horses, the cries of elephants and
the whirling of chariot wheels, together with the hurling of
stones from the height of hills, deafened the ears of men all

about.



CHAPTER CXIL
THE FLIGHT OF THE SOLDIERS ON ALL SIDES.

Argument :—Description of the Discomfiture of the Roysl army, and
their use of pneumatic arms.

ASISHTHA continued :—Thus the war -waged with the

fury of the four elements, in their mutual conflict on

the last doomsday of the world; and the forces on all sides,

were falling and flying in numbers in and about the battle
field.

2. The sky was filled with the stridor of the four fold noise
of drums and conch-shells ; and the rattling of arrows and
clattering of arms on all sides,

8. The furious warriors were violently dashing on one
another, and their steel armours were clashing against each
other, and splitting in twain with clattering noise.

4. The files of the royal forces, were broken in the war~
fare ; they fell fainting in the ficld, and were lopped off as
leaves and plants, and mown down as straws and grass

5. At this time the trumpets announced the advanced of
king, with a peal that filled the quarters of the sky; aund the
cannons thundered with a treble roar, resounding with uproar
of the kapa or doomsday clouds.

6. They ront asunder at the same time, the sides of the
highest hills ~.d mountains; and split in twain, the rocky
shores and banks every where.

7. The king then issued forth to all the four sides, in the
four fold or four parted form of himself; like the four regents of
the four quarters of the sky, or like the four aris of Ndrdyana,
stretching to so many sides of heaven.

8. Being then followed by his fourfold forces, (composed of
horse, elephants, war-cars and foot soldiers); he then rushed
out of the confines of his city of palaces, and malched to the
open fields iying out of the town.
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9. He saw the thinness of his own army, and the strong
ar t of his ies all around; and heard their lond
clamour all ahout, like the wild roar of the surrounding sea.

10, Flights of arrows flying thickly through the air, appeared
a8 sharks floating in the sea; and the bodies of elephants,
moving in the wide battle field, seemed as the huge waves of
the ocean.

11. The moving battalions wheeling circular bodies, seemed
as the whirling eddioas in the sea; and the coursing chariots
with their waving flags, appeared as the sailing ships with
their unfurled sails.

12. The uplifted umbrellas were as the foame of the sea,
and the neighing of horses, likened the frothing of whales,
The glaring of shining weapons, appeared as the flaring of
falling rain under the sunshine.

13. The moving elephants and sweeping horses, seemed as
the huge surges and swelling waves of the sea; and the dark
Dravidian barbarians gebhbled, like the gurgling bubbles of sea
waters,

14, The big elephants with their towering and lowering
bodies, seemed as they were mounting on dismounting from the
heights of mountains, and breaking their hollow caves, howling
with the rustling winds,

15, The battle field looked like the vast expanse of water,
in which the slain horses and elephants seemed to be swimming
as fragments of floating rocks, and where the moving legions,
appeared as the rolling waves of the sea.

16. The field presented the dismal appearance of an untime-
ly dissolution ; appeared as an ocean of blood, stretching to the
borders of the visible horizon.

17 The fragments of the shining weapons, showed them-
selves as the sparkling gems in the womb of the sea; and the
movement of forces, resembled the casting of ballast stones
into it ?

18. The falling weapons, were ag showers of gems and snow
from above; and prezented the appearance of evening clouds
in some place, and of fleecy vapours in another,
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18. Beholding the ocean like the battalion of the enemy,
the king thought of swallowiag it up, as the sage Agastya had
sucked ia the ocean; and with this intent, he remembered his
airy instument, which he thought to employ on this oceasion ;
(and which would disperse the cloud of the hostile force hke
the wind).

20. He got the airy instrament, and aimed it at all sides;
as when the god Siva had set the arrow to his bow on mount
Meru, to slay the demon Tripura. (This passags shows the
slaughter of Tripura, when the Indo-Aryans had their habita-
tion on Meru or the polar mountains).

21. He bowed to his god Agni-Tgnis, and let fly his mlghty
missile with all his might ; in order to repel the raging fire,
and preserve his own forces from destruction,

22. He hurled his airy bolt, together with its P
ment of the cloudy arms; both to drive off as well as to set
down the fire of the enemy. ]

23. ‘These arms beiag propelled from his octuple cross bow,
burst forth into a thousand dire weapons, which ran to and
filled all the four sides or quarters of the sky.

24. Then there issued forth from these, an abundance of
darts and arrows ; and currents of iron spears and tridents ; and
volleys of shots and rockets.

25. There were torrents of ‘missiles and mallets, as well as
currenta of discs aund battle axes,

26. There were streams of iron clubs, crows and lances ; md
floods of bhindipalas or short arrows thrown from the hand or
through tubes ; and also swashes of spring nets, and air instru-
ments of incredible velocity.

27. There was an effusion of fire bolts, and a profiuence of
lightnings, as also showers of fallings shorts, and scuds of flying
awords and sabres.

28. There were falls of iron arrows, and javelins and spenrs
of great force and strength; and purling of huge snakes, that
were found in mountain caves, and grew there for ages.

29. It was in notime, that the force of these flying arms,
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blasted the ocean of the hostile forces ; which fled in full haste
and hurry in all directions, as heaps of ashes before the hurri-
cane and whirlwind.

80. The thunder showers of arms, and the driving rain of
weapons, were driven away by the impetuous winds ; and inva-
ding hosts hurried to all sides, as the torrent of a river breaks
its embankment, and overflows on the land in the rains,

81. The four bodies of troops (consisting of horse, elephant,

hariots and foot-soldiers), fled vanquish ‘fromtheﬁeldtothe
four directions; just as the mountain cataracts precipitate on
all sides during the rains.

82, The lofty flags and their posts, were torn and broken
and hurled down as large trees by storm; and the forest of
uplifted swords were broken to pieces, and scattered like the
petals of mariche flowers over th. ground.

83. The sturdy bodies of stout soldiers, were rolling as
stones on the ground, and besmeared with hlood gushing out of
their wounds; while the groans of their agony, broke down the
stoutest hearts.

. 84 Large elcp!mnu rolled npon the ground. with their

elevated tusks rising as trees; and roared aloud with their
crackling sounds, vying with thunder claps and roaring
clouds. )

85. The clashing of the weapons against one another, was
as the crashing of the branches of trees against each other;
and the horses clashing on one another, sounded as the clash-
ing of waves of the sea.

36. The crackling of war cars and their huge wheels, soun-
ded as the rattling of the hail storm on high; and the mingled
noise of the clashing of carrisges, horse, elephants and foot-
soldiers, sounded s the crashing of stones.

;:8%., The barsh ‘sound of war hoops and shouts, was loud on
all sides ; and cries of dying soldiers, crying “ we die, we are
valum swelled in the sir all-around.

8. ‘ﬂuuw-ppouedusm,mdtheummh was as the
whisling of an. eddy with its gurgling sound; and the blood-
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shed on their bodies, exhibited the roseate hue of the evening
sky.

39. The waving weapons, appeared as a lowering cloud
moving upon the shore ; and the ground besmeared in hlood
seemed as the fragment of a purple cloud.

40. The lancers, mace bearers and spearmen, seemed to
bear the tall tala trees in their hands; while the cowardly
crowds of men, were seen to cry aloud like the timid deer in
the plain.

41. The dead bodies of horses, elephants and warriors, lay
prostrate on the ground liken the fallen leaves of trees; and
the rotten flesh and fat of the bruised carcasses, were trodden
down to mud and mire in the field.

42. Their bones were pounded to dust under the hoofs of
the horses ; and the concussion of wood and stones under the
driving winds, raised a rattling sound all around.

43. The clouds of dooms-day were roaring, and the winds of
desolation were blowing ; the rains of the last dayswere falling,
and the thunders of destruction were clapping all about.

44. The shrface of the ground was all mudd_y and miry, and
the face of the land was flooded all over ; the air was chill and
bleak, and the sky was drizzling through all its pores.

45. The! huts and hamlets, and the towns and villages, were
all in & blaze; and the people and their catt.le, with all the
horses and elephants, were in full ery and loud uproar.

46. The earth and heaven, resounded with the rolling of
chariots and rumbling of clouds; and the four guarters of
heaven, reverberated to the twanging of his four fold bow on
all the four sides.

47. The forky lightnings were playing, by the friction and
clashing of the clouds ; and showers of arrows and missiles fell
profusely from them, with the thunder bolts of maces, and darts
of spears.

48. The armies of the invading chiefs, fled in confusion
from all the four sides ef the field ; and the flying forces fell in
numbers like swurms of ants and troég of gnats and flies
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49. The myrmidons of the bordering tribes, were burnt
amidst the conflagration of fiery arms; and were pierced by the
fiery weapons, falling like thunderbolts upon them, from the
darkened sky. The flying forces resembled the marine animals
of the deep, whieh being disturbed by the perturbed waters of
the sea, plunge at last into the submarine fire.

* You IV 76



CHAPTER CXIL
FrieEr OoF THE FoRrrioN Fogs,

Argament.—Account of the routed soldiers, and the names of thei
countries and places of retreat.

ASISHTHA continued :—The Chedis of Deccan, who were

as thickly crowded as the sandal wood of their conntry,

and girt with girdles resembling the. snakes about those ‘trees,

were felled hy the battle axes, and driven afar to the southern
main-the Indian Ocean.

2. The Persians flew as the flying leaves of trees, and strik-
ing against one another in their mad fell like the vanjula
leaves in the forest.

3. Then the demon like Darads, who dwell in the caverns
of the distant Dardura mountains, were pierced in their breasts,
and fled from the field with their heart rending sorrow. (The
Dardui is a people of Afganistan).

4. The winds blew away the clouds of weapons, which
poured down torrents of missible arms, that shattered the
armours of the warriors, and glittered like curling lighnings.

5. Tho elophants falling upon one another, pierced their
bodies and gored each other to death with their tusks; and
became heaps of flesh, similar to the lumps of food with which
they filled their bellies.

6. Another people of the same country, and of the Raivata
mountains, who were flying from the field by night; were way-
laid hy the horrid Pisédchas, that tore their bodies and devoured
them with voracity.

7. 'Those that fled to the tala and {amala forests, and to
the old woods on the bank of the dasérnd river; were caught
by lions and tigers crouching in them ; and were throttled to
death under their feet.

8. The yovanas living on the coasts of the western ocean,
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and those in the land of cccoanut trees; were caught and
devoured by sharks, in the course of their flight.

9. The sikas or seythians being unable to endure the
impulse, of the hlack iron arrows for a moment fled to all direc-
tions; and the Rumatha peoplc were blown away and broken
down, like the lotus bed by the blowing winds.

10. The routed enemy flying to the Mahendra mountain,
covered its three peaks with their armours of black inail, and
made them appear as mantled by the sable clouds of the rainy
weather.

11. The legions of these hostile forces, being broken down
by the arms of the king, like the large mines of god, were
first plundered of their raiments by the highway robbers, and
then killed and devoured by the nocternal cannibals and
hobgoblins of the desert. .

12. The surface of the land was converted to the face of

-the sky; by the broken fragments of weapons glistering on
like the stars of heaven twinkling in myriads above.

13. The caverns of the earth, resounding to the noise of the
clouds above, appeared as a grand orchestra, sounding the vic-
tory of the king both in earth and heaven.

14. The peoples inhabiting the islands, lost their lives
under the whirling disks; as the dwelling in the watery
marshes perish on dried lands for want of rain.

15, The vanquished islanders fled to the sahya mountains,
and having halted there for a weak, departed slowly to the
respective places.

16. Many took shelter in the Gandhamadana mountains,
while multitudes of them resorted to the Punndga forests; and
the retreating Gandh became refugees in the sancturies of
the Vidyadhara maidens,

17, The huns, chins and Kiratas, had their heads struck
off by the flying discuses of the king ; and these were blown
away hy the opposite winds, like lotus flowers by the blast.

18. The Nilipa people, remained as firm as trecs in a forest,
and as fixed in their places as thorns on stalks and brambles.

19. The beautiful pastures of antelopes, the woodlands and
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hilly tracts on all sides; were desolated by showers of weapons,
and the rush and crush of the forces.

20. The thorny deserts became the asylum of rohbers,
after they deserted their habitations to be over grown by
thorns and thisles.-

21. The Persians vho were abundant in number, got over
to the other side of the sea (the Persian gulph); and were
blown away by the hurricane, like stars blasted by the storm
of final desolation.

22. The winds blew as on the last day of destruction, and
broke down the woods and forests all about; and disturbed
the sen by shaking its hidden rocks below.

23.  The dirty waters of the deep, rose on high with a gurg
ling noise ; and the sky was invisible owing to the clouds of
weapons, which obscured ite face on all sides.

24. " The howling winds, raised a clapping and flapping sound
all about ; and there fell showers -of suow also, whieh flowed
on carth, hke the waters of the sea.

25. The charioteers of Vidura country, fell down from their
cars, with the loud noise of waves ; and were driven to fall into
the waters of the lake, like bees from lotuses.

26. The routed foot soldiers who were as aumerous as the
dust of the earth, and well armed from head to foot ; were yet
so overpowered under the showers of darte and discs, that they
were blinded by the tears of their eyes, and disabled to beat
their retreat. (i. e. They were as dust, set down by the
showers of darts from above, and tears of their eyes below).

27. The Huns were buried with their heads and heels, in
their flight over the sandy deserts of the north; and others
were as muddied as the dirty iron, by their being fastened in
the miry shores of nothern seas. (The huns had been the
progenitors of the present hungarians, residing beyond the
Baltic.' They are said to have been as dark complexioned as
their cognate Dravidians of Deccan in Southean India).

28. The siks (saccne or scythians), were driyen to cassia
forest on the bank of the eastern waiu ; there they were con-
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finted for some time, and then released without heing despatched
to the regions of death,

29. The Madrasees were repulsed to the Mahendra moun-
tains, whence they lightly alighted on the ground as if fallen
from heaven ; and there they were protected by the great sages,
wha preserved them there with tender care as they bear for the
stags of their hermitage.

30. The fugitives flying to the refuge of the sahya moun-
tains, found in lieu of their imminent destruction, in the sub-
terranean cell, the two fold gain of their present and future
good therein.  Thus it eomes to pass that, many times good
isstes out of evil, where it was least expeeted. (We know not
what were the two great gains mude at this place, expeet it be
wivde to mean, that the hidden cell of satya or patienee is the
cloor to prosperity and snccess).

31. The soldiers flying to Dasdrnd at the ronflucnee of the
ten rivers, fell into the Dardura forest like the fallen leaves of
trees: and there they lay dead all about by eating the poison-
ous fruits thereof.

32, The Haihayas that fled to Himalayas, drank the juice
of Visalya-karan or pain killing plants by mistake; and be-
eame thereby as volant as Vidyddharas, and flew to their
eountry.

33, And then the people of Bengal, who are as weak as
faded flowers, showed the backs to the field, and fled to their
homes ; from whieh they dare not ster even to this day, but
remain as Pisichas all along.

34 But the people of Anga or Behar, thav live upon the
fruiis of their country; are as strong as Vidyadharas, and
spott with their mates, ag if it were in heavenly bliss.

35, The Persians being worsted in their bodies, fell into
the tula and tamala forests; whercby drinking their intoxi-
cating extracts, they became as gitdy as drunken men. (The
addietedness of Persians to their delicious drinks, is well known
in their Ana Cronatics).

36. The light and swift mcttled elephants of the swarthy
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Kalingas, pushed against their four fold armies in the field
of battle, where all lay slain in promiscuous heaps.

87. The salwas passing under the arrows and stones of the
enemy, fell into the waters which girt their city, wherein they
perished with the whole of their hosts, that are still lying there-
in the form of heap of rocks.

38. There were numbers of hosts, that fled to different
countries in all directions ; and many that were driven to the
distant scas, where they were all drowned and dead, and borne
away by the wavea

389, But who can count the countless hosts, that fled to
and lay dead and unnoticed in every part of the wide earth
and ses, on the fields and plains, in forests and woods, on
land and water, on mountaias and dales, on shores and coasts
and on the hills and cliffs. So there is nobody who can tell what
numbers of living beings are dying every moment, in their

b and abodes in cities and villages, in caves and dens,

d every where in the world.



CHAPTER CXIL
DESCRIPTION OF THE OCEAN.

Argument :~Relation of the tion of arms, snd description of
- majestic ocean.

ASISHTHA Continued :—The hostile forces of the ene-
mies, thus flying on all sides, were pursned to a great
distance by the four forms of Vihaschit as said before.

2. These four forms of almighty power, and of one soul
and mind ; went on conquering the four regions on every side,
with one intent aud purpose.

3. They chased the retreating enemies without giving them
any respite, to the shores of the seas on all sides ; as the currents
of rivers keep on their course without intermission, to the coast
of the far distant ocean.

4. This long course of the royal forces,as well as of the
enemies, soon put an end to all their provisions and ammauni-
tions, and all their resources and strength were exhausted at
last, as a rill is lost under the sands ere it reaches the lake.

5. The king beheld his forces and those of his enemies, to
be as exhausted at the end ; as the merits and demerits of a
man are lost up on his ultimate liheration.

6. The weapons ceased to fly about, as if they were at rest
after they had done their part in the sky; and as the flames of
fire subside of themselves, for want of fuel and the combustiblcs.

7. The horses and elephants went under their shelters, and
the weapons stuck to trees and rocks ; and they seemed -to fall
fast asleep, like birds upon their spray at night fall.

8. As the waves cease to roll in a ilried up channel, and
the snows to fall under the clouded sky'; and as the clouds fly
before the storm, and the fragrance of flowers is borne away
by the wind.

9. So the flying weapons were submerged like fishes, under
the falling showers of rain ; and the dripping drops 0; darts,
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were thwarted by the thickening showers of snow; (i. ¢. the
drapping arrows were driven away, by the drifts of snow).

10. The sky was cleared of the whirling disks, that were
hurled by hundreds, aud hurtling in the hazy atmosphere ; and
it got a clean sweep of the gathering clouds, that were soaring
up in surges, and pouriug down in floods of rain.

11. The firmament presented the appearance of an immense
ocean, composed of the limpid fuel of the vast void; and con-
taining the sparkling gems of the stars in its bosom, and the
hurning submarine fire of the sun in the midst of it.

12. The great vaeunm appeared as extensive and deep,
and as bright and serene, and devoid of the dust of rajas or
pride, as the minds of great men ; (which are of equal extent
and depth of knowledge &c).

13. They then beheld the oceans, lying as junior brothers
of the skies; being of equal extent and clearness, and stret-
ching to the utmost limits of the horizon.

14. These with their deep sounding waves and foaming
froths, are as gratifying to the minds of people ; as the roaring
clouds with their showers of snow, are ravishing of human
hearts.

15. They having fallen down from high heaven, and stret-
ching wide their huge bodies on the earth below ; seem to be
rolling grieviously on the ground, with their deep groanings
and breathings, and raising up their billowy arms, in order to
lift themgelves on high.

16. They are gross and dull bodies, yet full of force and
motion, and though they are mute and dumb, yet full of noise
and howling in their hollow cavities ; they are full of drcadful
whirpuools, as is this world with all its dizzy rounds.

17. The gems sparkling on the banks, add to the bright-
ness < f the sun beams (in the morning) ; and the winds blowing
in the conch shells, resound all along the coast.

18. Here the huge waves are growling, like the big clouds
roaring loudly on high; and the eircling eddics are whirling
arund, as the shattered corallines were scattcred along.
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19. The hoarse snorting of sharks and whales, is howling
in the bosom of the decp; and the lashing of the waters by
their tails, sounded as the splashing of the oars of vessels in
them,

20. Here are the horrid sharks and alligators, devouring the
fleecy mermaids and marine men in numbers; and a thousand
suns shining in their reflexions on the rising waves.

21. Here are seen fleets of ships floating on the surface of
the watcrs, and rising aloft on the tops of the tops of the waves;
and driven forward by the blowing winds, howling horribly
through the furling sails and cracking cordage.

22. The ocean with his hundreds of arms of the heaving
waves, handles the orbs of the sun and moon ; and displays
varietics of sparkling gem, with reflexions of their "heams in
them.

23. Here were the shoals ot sharks, skimming over the
foaming main ; and there were the water spouts, rising like
columns of elephants trunks to the skies, and representing a
forest of bamboos.

24, In some places, the rippling waves were gliding, like
curling creepers, with hairy tufts and frothy blossoms on them ;
and in others. little rocks resembling the backs of elephants
and bearing the vernal flowers, were scattered in the midst of
the waters.

. 25. Some where were the heaps of froth and frost and hills
of ice bergs, resembling the edifices of the gods and demigods ;
and else where were the groups of sparkling little billows, that
laughed to scorn the clusters of shining stars-in the skies,

26. Here are branches (chains)of rocks concealed in its dep-
th, like little gnats hidden in the hollows underneath the
ground ; and there are the huge surges. which make pigmies
and dwarfs of the high hills on earth.

27. Tts coasts are spread over with sparkling gems, like
beds of gemming sprouts and shoots of flowers on the ground
(or) as the ground strewn over with the germinating shoof$
and sprouts of gemming blessom) ; while the glistening pearls

VoL IV, 77
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bursting out of their silvery shells sparkle amidst the spreading
sandls. )

28 The sen mcems to weave a vest of silken stuff, with its
flecey wuves; and decking it with all its floating gems and
pearls; while the rivers flowing into it from all directions, serve
to colonr it with their various wators,

29. " The coasts studded with gems ond pearls of various
hues, display as it were the beams of a hundred moons, in the
versicolourcd nails of its.foet.

30. The shadows of the beachening fuli forests, fulling on
the swelling waves of the sea, were imbued with the hues of
the marine gems ; and appeared a3 moving arbours with their
variegated folingo, fruits and flowers.

31. There are seen tho shadows of sundry fruit trees, reflec-
ted in the waters gliding below ; and as rising up and falling
down with their reflexions in the moving waves and billows.
The false and falling shadows, gathered numbers of marine be-
asts under them, for gorging the falling fruite, (This is persu-
ing a shadow).

32, Again the greedy fishes were collected some where, and
feaping to catch the birds that were sitting on the fruit trees,
and seén in their reflexions on the waves.

33. Here are seen many sea monsters also, that break the
embankments, and rove about at random in the watery maze,
as birds fly frecly in the vacuous air.

34. The ocean being a formless deep, bears the image of
the thice worlds impressed on its bosom; it bears also the
image of the .pure vacuum in itself, as it borc the image of
Niniyana in its breast.

35, Its great dupth, clearness and immeasurable extent,
gives it the app of the majestic fi t, which is
reflected in its bosom, as it were imprest upon it.

36. It bears the reflexion of the sky and of the fly.ag birds
thercof, as if they were the fmages of acquatic fowls swim-
ming on its surface, or rescmbled the -blackbees flustering
about its lotus like waves, i

37. Its buistervus waves are borne to the skics by the vio-
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lent winds, and washing the welkin’s face with their briny
sprays; and the deep sounding main, resounding from its ..utlow
rocks, is roaring aloud like the diluvian clods.

38 The gurgling noise bf the whirlpools, resembles the loud
thunder claps of heaven ; and the submarine fire is sometimes
seen to burst oub of the deep, like the latent flame of Agastya,
that consumed the waters of the main.

39. The watery maze presents the picture of a vast
wilderness, with its waves ‘as the waving trees; the billows
as its branch boughs, its surfs as blossins, and the foams
and froths as flowers.

40. The high heaving surges with the shoals of fishes
skimming and skipping upon them ; appear as fragments of the
sky fallen below, and carried away by the gliding waters,

41. Thus the hostile forces were driven afar to the shores’
of the salt seas; extending far and wide and bounding the
carth on every side ; while the lofty mouutains rising to the
skies with there verdant tops, inbercepted the sight on all sides.



CHAPTER CXIV.
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROSPECIS ALL-AROUND.

Argument :— Description of the forest trees, the hills and scas, the forest
and hill peoples, and clouds on high.

ASISHTHA continued :—Then the royal army beheld

whatever there was on sides of them; namely, the

forests and hills, the seas and the clouds, and the foresters und
hill people, and the trees of the forest.

2. They said; behold, O loxd, that high hill, which lifts its
lofty top to the sky, and invites the clouds to settle upon it;
while its midmost part is the region of the winds, and the
base is composed of hard and ragged stones.

8 See, O lord, how they abound with fruit trees of
various kinds, and the groves whose fragrance is wafted around
by the gentle winds.

4. The sea breaks down the peninsulas with its battering
breakers, and disperses the stones of the rocks on its banks ; it
shatters the bordering forests with its wavy axes, and scatters
their fruits and flowers all over the waters. (The gloss
explains the peninsula to mean the maritimelands of madvas).

5. Behold the sea—breeze wafting away the clouds, settling
on the tops of mountains, by the sufflation of the leafy boughs
of trees dancing over them; in the manner of men, blowing
away the smoke with their fans.

6. Here are arbours on its coasts, like the trees in the gar-
den of paradise ; whose branches are as white as the conch-
shells growing in the full-moon-tide, and whose fruits are as
bright as the disk of the moon,

7. Lo, these trces with their spouses of th - epers, are
honouring you with offerings of gemming flowers, from the
rosy palms of their rubicund leaves.

8. There is the Rikshabana rock, howling as a ferocious
bear; and devouring the huge sharks and swallowing the
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swelling waves, in its cavern like mouth, and under its stony
teeth.

9. The Mahendra mountain with load uproar, growls at the
roaring clouds (moving below its height); as the stronger
champion hurls defience against his weaker rival.

10. There the enraged Malaya mount lifts his lofty head,
decorated with forests of the sandal wood ; and threatens the
loud ocean below, rolling with its outstretched arms of the
waves on the shore,

11. The ocean rolling incessantly, with its gemming waves
on all sides; is looked upon by the celestials from high, as if
he bore away the treasured gems of the earth.

12. The wild hillocks, with woods and ruddy rocks on the
tops, and waving with the wafting gales; appeared as huge
serpents, creeping with their cresent gems, and inhaling the
breeze.

13. There were the huge sharks and elephants, moving and
grappling with each other upon the surges; and this sight de-
lights the minds of men, as that of a rainy and light cloud
opposing and pursuing one another.

14, There is an elephant fallen in"a whirlfool, and being un-
able o raise itself from the same, it lefts its probocis on the
water, and dies with sputtering the water from snout on all
sides.

15. The high hills as well as the low seas, are all equally
filled with livig beings; and as the oceans abound with
aquatic animals, so are all lands and islands full of living
beings.

16. The sealike the earth and all the worlds, are full of
whirlpools and revolutions of things, and all these are mere
falsities, that are taken for and viewed as realities.

17. The ocean bears in its bosom the liquid waves, which
are inert in th leves, and yet appearing to be' in continual
motion; so Brahma tains the i ble worlds, which
seem to be solid without any substantiality in them. (The
worlds are as ecmpty and unsteble waves).
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18. It was at the churning of the ocean, by the gods and
giants of yore ; that it was despolled of all its bright and hidden
treasures, which have since fallen to the lot of Indra and the
Gods.

19. It has therefore adopted to wear on its breast, the
reflexions of the greatest and brightest lights of heaven, as its
false and fietitious ornaments. These are seen even from the
nether worlds, and of these no one can deprive it.

20. Among the shining sun is one, whose image it bears
in its bosom, with equal splendour as it is in heaven. This
bright gem is daily deposited as a deposit in the western main,
to give its light to the nether world. Itis called the gem of
day fgmafar, because it makes day wherever it shines.

21. There is a eonfluenee of all the waters from all sides to
it, and assemblage of them in ifs resorvoir, gives it the clamor-
ous sound, as it is heard in the of erowds of men in a mixed
processions.

22. Here is a continued confliet of the marine monsters in
their mutual eontentions, as there is a jostling of the eurrents
and torrents of the waters of rivers and seas, at the mouths of
gulfs and bays.

23. There the large whales are rolling and daneing on
the rising waves; and spurting forth spouts of water from
their mouth ; and these shedding showers of pearls, are borne
aloft and scattered about by the blowing winds,

24. The streams of water, flowing like strings of pearl, and
bearing the bubbles resembling brilliant pearls (abdas) amidst
them ; adorn the breast of the ocean as neeklaces, and whist~
ling by their coneussion.

25. The sea winds serve to refresh the spirits of the siddha
and sddhya classes of spirits, that dwell in theiriabodes of the
caverns of Mahendra mountaips ; )and traverse the howling
regions of the sounding main.

26. Again the winds exhaled from the caves of the
Mahendra mountains, are gently shaking the woods growing
upon it, and stretching a cloud of flowers over its table lands.




NIRVANA-PRAKARANA. 616

27.  Here is the mount gandha-madana, full of mango and
kadamba trees ; and there the fragments of clouds, are seen to
enter into its caves like stags, with their eyes flashing as
lightnings.

28.  T'he winds issuing from the valleys of Himalaya moun-
tains, aud passing through the encircling bowers of creeping
plants, are scattering the clouds of heaven, and breaking the
breakers of the sea.

29. The winds of the gandha-madana mountain, are exhal
ing the fragrance of the kadamba flowcrs growing upon it ;
and ruffling the surface of the sea with curling waves.

30. After twisting the fleecy clouds, in the form of the
curling locks of hair, on the pinnacles of Alaka (the residence
of Kabera) ; the winds are passing by the alleys of the gandha-
madana groves, and forming cloud or canopy of flowers at
this place.

31. Here the odoriferous airs, bearing the sweet burthen
of fragrant flowers and gums, and moistened by the admixture
of icy showers, are creeping slowly adinidst the alleys.

32. Lo there the nalikera creepers, diffusing their sourish
scent to the breezes, which being acidulated by their sourness,
are turning towards the regions of Persia.

83. Here the winds are wafting the odours, of the flowery
forests of Isana on the Kailasa mountain; and there they are
breathing with the perfame of the lotuses of the mountain
lakes ; and blowing away the camphor-white (fleecy) clouds
from the face of the sky.

34. The fluid ichor which flows from the frontal proboscis
of elephants, is dried and stiffened by the breezes issuing out
of the caverns of the Vindhya mountain,

35. The females of the savara foresters, covering their
bodies with the dry leaves of trees, and acconpanied by their
swarthy males, in leafy apparel, have been making a town of
their jungle, by exterpating the wild animais, with their iron
arrows. )

36. Behold, great lord, these seas and mountains, these
forests and rivers, and these clouds on all sides, look as if they
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are all smiling under your auspices, as under the brightness o
sun-beams.

87. Here they also describe the flowery heds, of the
Vidyadhari wood nymphs; and their sports, (which omitted
on-account of their nsclcssness).



CHAPTER CV.
THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED.

Argumen :—Descriptiag of thehilla and forests, rivers and other dbjecta
on all sides. )
HIE Rayal companions related :—Here, O high minded lord1
thekinnara females from their abodes of leafy bowers, where
they enjoy themselves with singing their songs; and the
kinnarns also being enrapt with the wusie, listen to it atten-
tively by forgetting their business of the day.

2. There are the Himalaya, Malaya, Vindhya, Krauncha,
Mahendra, mandara, Dardira and other mountains ; which from
their distant view, apipear to the sight of the obscrver, to be
clothed in robes of hoary elonds, and secn as heaps of stones
eovered with the dry loaves of trees.

3. Thesc distant and indistinet. chains of houndary moun-
tains, appear to stretch themselves like the-walls of eitics ; and
those vivers which are seen to fall into the ocean with their
gurgling moise; appear as the woof and texture threads
of the broad sheet of waters of the ocean.

4. The ten sides of the sky, which are spread aver the tops
of mountains; appear as the royal consorts, lonking on thee
from their lofty edifices, and smiling gladly at thy success.
The many coloured and roaring clouds in the sky, resembling
the variegated bird:nh“air, warbling their notes on high ; and
the rows of trees which are dropping down the showers of’
flowers from high, appear as the arms of heavenly nymphs,
shedding their blessings upon thy head with their hands.

5. The high hills overgrown with rows of trees, and
stretching all along the sea shore ; appear as a ramparts; and
these being beaten by the surges, seer as mere moss gathered
on the coast.

6. O! the extensive, all snstaining and wondrous body of
the ocean, that supported the body of Huri slecping upon it;

VoL IV 78
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contained the unrighteous creation at the great deluge, and it
covered all the mountains and rocks and the submarine fire
under it.

7. There is the nothern ocean, to which the Jamburiver,
pours all the gold of the meru or polar mountain, and it
contains numerous cities and forests and mountains and coun-
tries, It washes the face of the sky and all its lights, and is
therefore adored by gods as well as men.

8. Here is this polar mountain, reaching to the solar sphere,
and presenting the trees on its top as its cloud capthead ; wnay
the earth extending to this mountain be thine, and may not this
mount which hides the sun under its coulds, obstruct the exten-
sion of thy realm.

9. Here is this Malaya mount on the south, growing the
fragrant sandal wood, which converts all other woods to its
pature. Its sweet paste decorates the persons of gods, men
and demons, and is put as aspot on the forehead like the
frontal eye Siva; and is sprinkled over the body belike the
bedewed persons of females with sweat,

10. The waves of the ocean are continually laving the
coast, overgrown with forests of the sandal wood, and encirc-
led by folds of snakes ; while the woodland nymphs wandering.

“on this mount, throw a lustre about it by the beauty of
their persons.

11. Here is the hill called Krauncha, with its groves reso-
pant with the cooing of cuckoos; and its rugged caves and
rivers resounding harshly to onc another; while the bamboos
are crackling with their mutual friction, and the humble bees
have been humming about ; among these is heard the war-
bling of emigrating crancs on high, and the loud screams of
peacocks, which are terrific to the serpent tribe,

12. Behold -here, O great lord, the sport of woodland
nymphs, in the groves of their soft leafy bowers; and listen to
the tinkling sound of their bracelets, which are so sweet to the
ears of hearers,

13. There behold the drizzling ichor, exuding from the
foreheads of elephant, and the swarming bees giddy with the
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drink ; which has made the sea to melt in tears, on account of
its being slighted by them,

14 Lo there the fair moon, with his train of fairy stars,
sporting in their reflextions, in the lap of his sire the milky
ocean, from which it was churned as its butter or froth.

15. See there the tender creepers, dancing merrily on the
table-lands of the malaya mountain; displaying their red
petals as the palms of their hands, and winking with their eyes
formed of fluttering bees. The blooming flowers bespeak their
vernal festivity, and the warbling cuckoos fill the groves with
their festive music.

16. Here the rain-drops produce the pearly substance of
vansa-lochana, in the hollows of bamboos ; and the gaje-mati
or frontal pearl, in the skull of elephants; and large pearls in
the womb of pearl-shells. So the words of the wise, are pro-
ductive of unlike effects in different persons.

17. So the gems are productive of various efiects, according
as they are produced in varied forms in different receptacles ;
as in men and stones, in seas and forests, in frogs, clouds and
elephants. They gladden and distract the mind, canse fear
and error, fever and death, and many other preternatural sd
supernatural effects.

18. Lo here the city smiling under the rising moon, and
singing in praise of that ambrosial luminary, through all its
windows, doorways and openings, as it were from the mouths
of its females ; and responsive to his eulogy sang by the Mandara
mountain, from the many mouths of its caves and coverns, and
the pipes of hallow bambdos.

19. The wondering women of the siddhas, behold with their
astonished and uplifted faces and eyes, a large body of cloud
borne away by the winds; and dubitate in their minds, whether
it is a mountain peak carried away by the winds, orisita
forest of the snowy mountain flying upward in the air, or is it
a column to measure the distance of the earth and sky, ora
balance to weigh there weight.

20. See the moorlands at the foot of $he Mandra mountain,
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how cool they are with the cooling breezes wafting the cold-
ness of the waves of Ganges; and sce its footlands inhabited
by the tair Vidyddhara tribe ; and behold its flowery woodlands
all arovd, overtopped by shady clouds of flowers above.

21. Se: the forests and groves and the hursts spread there
abouls, with the huts and bhamlets and habitations of men
scatbered thercin, Look at the holy shirnes, and the sacred
brooks and fountains lying in them, the very sight of which,
disperses our woes, poverty and iniquities.

22, Mountain craigs and ridges, overhung on all sides of
the horizon ; the dales and caverns, and the groves and grottos,
are overshadowed by eclouds; the limpid lakes, resemble the
clear firmament ; such sights are sure to melt away masses of
our erimes,

23. Lo here my lord, the ravines of the Malaya \mountain,
redolent with the odour of the aromstic sandal wood ; and there
the Vindhyan hills, sbounding with infuriate elephants; the
Kailasa mount yielding the best kind of gold, in its olden
lanreate lore; and the mount Mahcndra, fraught with its
mineral ore (agwru-agalochum); the summits of the snowy
mountain are plenteous, with the best kind of horses and
medicinal plants; thus while every places found to abound
with richest productions of nature, why does man set to repine
I his time worn eell, like an old and blind- mouse inits dirty
hole,

24. Behold the dark and rainy cloud on high, appearing as
another world, to submerge the earth under its flood ; and
threatening it with its flashing and forky lightnings, and glid-
ing as {risky shrimp-fishes in the etherial ocean.

25. Oh! the bleak rainy winds, blowing with the keen iey
blasts of frozen snows, poured down profusely by the raging
rainy elouds on high. They are now howling aloud in the air,
and now chilling the blood, and shaking the body with horri-
Pilulion‘ B .

26. Oh! the cold winds of winter are blowing, in their
conrse with the dark clouds of heaven; and scatiering cluster
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of flowers, from the twigs and branches of trees. And there are
the drizzling rain drops dropping in showers, amidst the thick
forests, redolent with the odours of kadamba blossoms.

27. There the winds are bearing the fragrance of the
hreaths of languid females, as if it were the celestial odour of
ambiosia, siuicl by and borne on the wings of zephyr.

the gentle breezes are breathing, with the breath
of the new blown lilies and lotuses of the lake, and sweeping
their tender odours to the land’; and the blasts are bursting the
flakes of the folded clouds, and wafting the perfumes from the
gardens and groves.

29. Yonder the mild airs are lulling our toils, cooled by
their contact with the evening clouds of heaven; and resem-
bling the vassal florists, perfumed all overin their culling the
flowers from the royal gardens.

30. Some of these are perfumed with the odours of different
Howers, and others with the fragrance of lilies and lotuses; in
some places they are scattering showers of blossoms, and shed-
ding the dust of flowers at others. Some where the air is
blowing from the hoary mountain of frost, and at others from
those of hlue, black and red minerals.

81. The sun is scattering his rays, as fircbrands in some
places, and these are spreading a conflagration with loud clut-
tering in the woods, like the riotous rabhle in a country.

82. The winds like wicked attendants on the sun, are
spreading the conflagration caused by the solar ravs; and carry
their clattering noise afar. )

83. The cooling winds blowing from the woods, and bedewed
by the gentle beams of the moon, or moistened by the watery
particles of heaving waves; though cheering to the souls
of others, appear yet as fiery hot to separted lovers,

84, Lo here, O lord! how the savara women, on the low
lands of the eastern main, are covered in their rude and  rough
leafv garments, and wearing their sounding bracelets of brass;
and see how they are strutting about, in the giddiness of their
prime youth.
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35. See how these newly loving lasses, are clinging round
the bodies of their mates, for fear of darkness of the approa-
ching night; in the manner of timid snakes twining about the
trunk of sandal wood trees.

36. Struck with fear by the alarm, givin by the sounding
bell at day break ; the loving consort leans on the bosom of her
lover, as the darkness lingers in the enclosed room.

37. There is a furze of kinsuka flowers, blooming as fire-
brands, on the border of the southern sea, which is continually
washing them with lavations of its waves, as if it wanted to
<xtinguish them.

38. The winds are wafting their fuming farina, which are
flying upwards like mists of hazy clouds to heaven ; the flowers
are falling about like flames of fire, and the birds and black-
bees are hovering over them as extinguished cinders of fire.

39" Behold there on the other side, the real flashes of
living wild fire, blazing in the forests on the east; and to
their flames are borne above the mountain tops, hy the flying
winds of the air.

40. See the slow moving clouds, shrouding the lowlands
lying at the foot of the krauncha mountain ; and observe the
crowding peacocks dancing under them, and screaming
aloud with their grave and shrill cries to the clouds. Lo there
the gusts of rain-winds rising high, and blowing the fruits and
flowers and leaves of trees afar on all sides.

41. Behold the sun setting mountain in the west, with its
thousand peaks of glistering gold ; shining amidst the dusky
hue of the evening sky ; and the sloping sun descending below
in his chariot whirling down with its rattling wheels in the
rustling of evening winds. (But the solar car is a velocipedes
with a single wheel only).

42. The moon that rises upon the eastern mount of Mern
like a full blown flower, in order to give light to the darkened
“mansion of this world ; is itself accompanied by it black spots,
sitting as black-bees upon the blossom. Hence there is no
good thing in this perverted world, which is free from its
fault and frailty.
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43. The moon light is shining like the laughter of the
god Rudra, amidst his dome ot the triple world; orit is as the
white wash of the great hall of the universe, or it likens the
milky fluid of the milky ocean of the sky.

44. Yook on all sides of the sky, tinged with the evening
twilight, and the variegated hues of mountain tops; and
filled with the milky beams of the moon, that was ehurned out
by the mount Mandara from the milky ocean.

45. Look there, O incomparable lord! those hosts of
Guhyka ghosts, that are as hideous as the large #dla or pplm
trees; and also those puny Vetala younglings are pouring upon
the illfated dominions of the Hunas; and devouring troubled
inhabitants at night.

46. The face of the moon shines brightly like the beau-
teous face of a fairy, so long as it does not appear out of its
mansion at night ; but it is shorn of ite beams,’and appears as
a piece of fleecy cloud, by its appearance at day light; as the
fairy face becomes disgraced, by appearing out of the inner
apartment.

47.  Look at the lofty peaks of the snowy mountain, cover-
ed with the fair vesture of the bright moon beams; and see
its craigs washed hy floods of the falling Ganges; behold its
head capped by perpetusl snows, and begrit by creepers of
snowy whiteness,

48. Behold thers Mandara mountain touching the sky, and
srowning the forest with its lofty ridges; here the winds are
wafting the cradle chimes of Apsan. nymphs, and there the
mountainous mines gemming in various hues. .

49. See the high hills all d, abounding wit!
flowers like offerings to the gods; see thy t.bu:kenmg clouds
round their loins, and resounding’ hoarsely within their
hollows, while the starry heaven shines over tijeir heads. ’

50. There is the Kailasa mountain on the north, vying with
firmament in its brightness; below it there is the hermitage
of skanda, and the moon shines in her brilliance above.

51. Lo, the god Indra has let locee his winds, i break the
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branches of trees, and demelish the hutson the grourd, the
fragments of which they have been carrying afar.

52. The winds are wafting the profuse fragranee of fowvers
after the rains, and filling the nostrils of men with their
ordours ; while the flights of bees are floating as clouds in the
azure sky.

53. Methinks the goddess Flora has chosen for her abode,
the blooming flowers in the forests; limpid waters in the mar-
shy grounds, and in villages abounding in fruitful trees, and
flourishing fields.

54. The windows are overgrown with creeping plants in the
rains, and the house tops are decarated with the flowers of the
climbing creepers upon them. The ground is strewn over with
the dropping flowers up to the hecls, and the breczes are blow-
ing the dust of the flowers all about. All these have made
the woodlands the seats of the sylvan gods.

55. The rains have converted the rustie village, to a
romantic paracise or fairy land; by the blooming champaka
flowers, the swinging of the rural nymphs in their eradles, of
creepers, by the warhling of birds and gurgling of water-falls,
the blossoming of the tall palm trees in the skirts; the tender
creepers blooming with clusters of snow white blossom, the
dancing of peacoks on the tops of houses, and the borders
shaded by the sal trees; and the rainy clouds hanging over
the village and the bordering hills.

56. Again the soft and swect breathing breezes, the varie-
gated leaves of the plants and creepers, the verdure of the
village, the cries of cranes and other fowels, and the wild notes
of the foresters ; these together with the jollity of the swains,
and the merrircent of the pastoral people, over their plenty of
milk, curd, butter and ghee, and their glee in their peaceful
abodes, add a charm to this hilly tract.



CHAPTER CXVL
NARRATION OF THE SPEECH OF CROW AND CUCKOO.

Argument—Description of the battle field, snd of the hills and sky,
and the story of the foolish crow.

HE companions added ;—Look lord, the field of battle,

stretching to" the bordering hills ; look upon the heaps

of shining weapons, and ths scattered forces of elephants, horse,
infantry and war charivts.

2. Look at the slain and their slayers, and -the combatants
attackiog their corrivals; and how their dying souls are borne
by celestial nymphs in heavenly cars to heaven.

3. The victor finding his adversary worsted in warfare,
ought not slay him unjustly, unless he is justified to do so by
laws of warfare : (as a youth is justified to take unto him no
other woman but his legal wife).

4. Ashealth and wealth and prosperity, are good for men
when they are rightly gained ; so itis right to fight for those
by whom one is supported.

5. When one kills his opposing corrival in‘combdt, without
violation of the laws of warfave, he is justly styled a heavenly
champion, and not one who takes undue advantage of his
enemy.

6. Behold there the bold champion brandishing his sword,
as if he is swinging a blue lotus in his hand; and casting the
dark shadow of the evening dusk on the ground. Such a hero
is courted by Laxmi for her spousal.

7. Look at those flourishing weapons, flaming as the flying
embers of wild fire, in a mountain’ forest; or as the dreadful
dragouns of the ses, dancing on land with hundreds. of their
flashing hoods and heads,

8. Look at the sky on one side, resembling the sea with ite
watery clouds, and shining with strings of its stars on another;

VoL 1V. (Y
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see how it is covered by dark clouds on one sids ; and how it
is brightened by moon beams on the other.

9. Look at the firmament, ranged by multitudes of revolv-
ing planets, resembling the rolling chariots of warriors; and
crowded by myriods of moving stars, likening the soldiers in
the battle field ; and yet it is the error of the ignorant to think
it an empty vacuum; an error which is hard for the wise to
remove.

10. The sky with its over spreading clouds, its fiery light-
nings, its thunder holts that break down the mountain wings;
its starry array, and the baitle of gods and demigods that took
place in it ; is still as inscrutable in his nature, as the solid
minds of the wise, whose magnitude no one can measure.

11. O wise man, thou hast been constantly observing before
thee, the sun, moon and all the planets and etars in the firma-
ment, together with all the lumi bodies of ts, met:
and lightnings ; and yet is astonishing that, your ignorance will
not let see the Great Nardyana in it.

12. Thou dark blue sky, that art brightened by moon-light,
dost yet retain thy blackness, like the black spot amidst the
light some disk of the moon; and such is the wonder with
ignorant minds, that with all their enlightenment, they
will never get rid of their inward bias and prejudice.

13. Agaiz the clear sky which is full with endless worlds,
is never contaminated by their faults, nor ever changed in its
eeseutial state; and resembles the vast and pure mind of the
wise, which is full with its knowledge of all things, and devoid
of all their pollutiona.

14  Thou profound sky, that art the receptacle of the most

levated objects of nature, and containest the lofty clounds and
ftees and summits i thy womb; that art the recepient of the
sun, moon snd the aerial spirits that move about - thee;
art yet inflamed by the flames of the fiery bodiea I . rise in
thee to our great regret, notwithstanding thy preatness,
which helpe them to spread themselves high in h

15. Thon sky that art replete with pure and transparent
light, and great with thy greatness of giving quarters to all the
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great and elevated objects of nature ; but it is greatly to be
pitied, that the dark clouds to whom thou givest room to rise
under thee, molest us lake base upstarts, with pelting their
hailstones at random.

16. Again thou dark sky, art the attestor of all lights; as
the touchstone is the test of gold ; and thon art a void in thy
essence, yet thou dost support the substances of stars and
planets of clouds and winds and all real existences at large.

17. Thou art the day light at daytime, and the purple red
of evening, and turnest black at night; thus devoid of all
colour of thyself, thou dost exhibit all colours in thee; hence
it is impossible even for the learned, to nnderstand aright thy
nature and its convertible conditions also.

18. Asthe helpless man is enabled to achieve his purposes,
by means of his’patient’perseverence ; so the ‘innane sky has
risen above all, by means of its universal diffusion. (The gloas
says that, extension of knowledge, is the cause of elevation).

19. The sun that persists in his wonted course, rises to the
vertical point in time; but the unmoving straws and trees,
and the dormant hills and places, and stagnant pools and
ponds, are ever lying low on the ground.

20. The night invests the sky with a sable garb, and
sprinkles over it the fair moonlight like the cooling dust of
camphor; with the decoration of stars like clusters of flowers
upon it. The day mantles the firmament with bright sun beams,
and the seasons serve to cover it in clouds and snows, and in
the gaudy attire of vernal flowers. Thus is time ever busy, to
decorate the heavenly paths of his lords the sun and moon, the
two time keepers hy day and night.

21 The firmament like the magnanimous mind, never
changes the firmness of its nature; although it is ever assailed’
by the disturbances of smokes and clouds of dust and dark-
ness, of the rising and setting sun and moonand their dawns
and duska: and of the confluence of stars and combat of gods
and demons.

22. The world is an-old and decayed mansion, of which the
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four sides are it walls, the sky its covering roof above ‘and the
earth its gronnd floor below ; the hills and mountains are its
pillars and columns, and the eities and towns are its rooms and
apartments; and all the various classes of animal beings, are
as the ants of this abode.

23. Time and action are the occupants of this mansion
from ago to age, and all its ample space presents the aspect of
asmiling canrden; it is feared every day to be blown and
blasted away, and yet it is a wender how this frail flower should
last so long and for ever more.

24, It is the air mythink, that puts a stop to the greater
height or rising of trees and hills; for though it does not
actually restrain their growth, yet its influence (pressure from
above), like the authority of noble men, puts a check to the
rise of aspiring underlings.

25, O fie for that learning, which calls the air as void and
vacitity ; seeing it to contain millions of worlds in its bosom,
and producing and reducing also ummumbered beings in its
boundless bosom.

26. We see all things to be born in and to rcturn into the
air; and yet we sec tha madness of men. that reckon the all
containing and all pervading air, as something differcut from
god.

27. We see the works of ercation, to be continually produe-
ing, existing and cxtinguishing in air, like sparks of fire; I
ween thig pure and sole air, which is without beginning, middle
and end, as the universal source aud terminus of all, and no
other distinet cause as God.

28. The vacuum is the vast reservoir of the three worlds,
and bears in its ample space the innumerable productions of
nature; I understand irnfinite vacuity as the body of the
Intellect, and that ¢ dent being,in which this « Jneous
conception of the world, has its rise and fall.

29. Therein the woodlands on mountain tops, the solitary
forester chants his charming strnins amidst his sylvan retreat;
and attracts the heart of the lonely passenger, who lifis up his
hend to listen to the rapturous times.
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30. Hearken O Lord, to the sweet music, proceeding from
the thick groves on yonder lofty mouuntain; and emitted with
the heart rending straius, of love born Vidyadhara nymphs;
and behold the lonely and love sick passenger, whose love-sick
heart being smitten by the sound, has neither the power to pro-
ceed forward or recede backward from the spot, or utter a word,

31. I hear a love lorn Vidyddhara'damsel, singing her love
ditty amidst the woods of the hill with her heaving sighs and
tears flowirg profusely from her eyes. She sang saying; Lord,
T well remember the day, when thou ledst me to the recess of
the bower, holding my chin and giving kisses on my cheeks
with thy siniling face, and now the pleasing remembrance of
that gladsome moment, hath left me to deplore its loss for years.

32, I heard her tale, O Lord, thus related to me from the
month of a forester on the way. He said :—Her former young
lover, was cnrsed by a relentless sage to become an arbonr for a
dozen of years; and it is since this ill fated change of his, that
she has been reclining on that tree, and singing her mournful
ditty noto the same.

33. And now observe the wonder, that on my approach the
arborescent lover, was released of his sad curse, and shedding
a shower of flowers upon her, he changed his form and eclasped
her unto his arms with his face smiling as his blooming flowers.

34. The tops of hills are decorated with flowers, as the
heads of elephants are painted with white dye ; the sky is
whitened with the stars and falling meteors, as the summit of
the mountain is etiolated with hoar-frost and snows.

35. Behold there the beautiful stream of Kaveri, gliding
along with shoals of fishes skimming in its waters; to its bois-
terous waves resounding with the cries of shrill and clamorous
cranes ; see its banks mantled in vests of flowers, and its shores
freely grazed by timid fauns without any fear.

36. - Look the Bela rock, which is washed by the billows of
Varuna-the god of the sea; its stones shining as gold under
the solar rays; and sparkling as the marine fire when they
are laved by the waves.

37.° Look at the abodes of the Ghosha shepherds at the foot
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of the mountain, which are continually covered under the
shrouding clouds; and behold the beauty of the blossoming
paldsa and patala trees there abouts.

38. Look at the plains, whitened by the fuil-blown whitish

flowers ; see the mandara tree with twining and flowering cree-
pers; look at the banks crowded by cranes and peacocks ; look
at those villages and the water falls, resounding as. music from
the mouths of mountain caves and forests, and redounding to
the joy of the happy inhabitants of the valley.
" 89. Here the buzzing beesare sporting ahout the new blown
petals of plantain flowers; and inspiring fond desire in the
breasts of the Pamara foresters; who enjoy a bliss in their
rustic pastures and hidden hilly caverns, which I ween, is not
attainable by the immortal gods in their garder of eden. (So
eays Hafiz :—Thou canst not have in heaven, the blissful fount
of Roknabad, nor the flowery groves of Mossella).

40. Behold the black bees sporting and swinging in their
cradles of the flowery creepers of the forest ; and to the Pulinda
forester singing to his beloved, with his eyes fixed upon her face;
and mark also the sportive Kiréts, forgetting to kill the
deer roving beside his lonely cavern.

41. Here the weary traveller is regaled, by the sweet scent
of various full blown flowers, and is cooled in his body by the
odorous dust, wafted by the hreeze from the flowering creepers;
while the winds bearing the watery particles of the waves, which
lave the vale on all sides, render the spot more delightful than
the spotted disc of the moon. (t. e the people have more of
coolness here, than the gods have in the moist sphere of the
moon).

42. Here the unceasing gliding of waters, and the continued
waving of the palm trees; together with the dancing of the
hiossoming branches, and the undulation of the spreading creep-
ers in the air; the forest of lofty sdla trees in the borders,
and the hanging clouds over the bordering hills, all comhine
to add a charm to this village of the vale, not unlike to. that of
the ens in the orh of the'moon.

The flashing of lightnings, and the deep romngof
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clouds ; the merry dazce ¢ pracocks and their loud shrieks and
screams, and itheir trailing twains displayed in the air, decorate
the vallcy with a variety «f varicgated goms.

44. The bright orb of ths moon appearing on one side, and
the dark clonds rising as huge elephants on the other; serve
to embellish the villag> in the valley, and the hills in the skirts,
with a beanty unknown in the havenly kingdom of Brahma:
{which is the Empyrion or city of fire only). )

45. O! how I long i lodge myself in the mountain grotto,
amidst the fragrant arbours of the beanteons nendana forest,
and in the delightsome groves of blooming santdnaha blcssoms,
and where the busy bees aro continuclly fluticiing, over the
manddra and paribhadrc arboretts.

46, O,how much are our hearts attracted, by the cries of the
tender deer, browzing the verdant and delightsome verdure;
and by the blooming blossoms on hills and in dales, as by sight
of the cities of mankind.

47, Look on yonder village in the valley, where the water-
fall appears as a column of clear chrysolite ; and the peacoks
ave in their merry dance, all abous the precipiiate cascade.

48.  See how the joyous peacocks, and the gay some creepers,
bending dowa under the burden of their blossoms; are dana-
ing dehghtfully, beside the purling water of ihe cataract.

49. I helieve the lusty god of desire (Kéma or cupid),
sports here at kis pleasure, in this village of the valley protected
by the hills all around. He is sporting with the handsome
harita birds (the green partridges and parrots) in the verdant
groves, and beside the crystal lakes, resounding with the sweet
warblings of water-fowls.

50. O most prosp and magnanimous lord, that art the
centre of all virtues, and the highest and gravest of men ; thou
art like the towering mountain, the refuge of mankind from
heat, and the cause of their plenty, (i. e. the rainy clouds on
mountain tops, are the causes of plenteous produce).

51. Thou cloud that bathest in holy waters, (<. ¢. that resist
from the waters of seas and rivers) ; that art exalted above all
earthly beings, and choosest to abide in hills and wildernesses
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like holy hermits, and art taciturn like them, from the ‘pure
holiness of thy nature; thou appearest also as fair in the form
when theu art emptied (of thy waters) in autumn; all this is
good iu thee; but say why dost thou rise in thy fulness with
flashing lightnings in thy face, and roaring thunders in thy
breast, like lucky upstarts of low origin ?

52, All good things being misplaced (or out of their proper
place), turn to badness ] as the water ascending to the clouds,
turns to hoar frost and cold ice.

53. O, wonder! that the drops distilled by the clouds, fill
the earth with water ; and wonder it is that this water supports
all beings, and makes the poor grow with plenty, (of hervest).

54, Ignorant peaple are as dogs, in ther unsteadiness, im-
pudence, in their impurity and wayfaringness; hence I know
not weather the ignorant have derived their nature from dogs
or these from them.

55. There are soine persons, who notwithstanding all their
faults, are yet esteemed for certain qualities in them; as the
dogs are taken into favour, on account of their valour, coutented-
ness and faithfulness to their masters. (So are men service-
able to their masters for these virtues in them).

56. We sce all wordly people persuing the course of their
worldiness as madnien, and pushing on in the paths of business
at the sacrifice of their honor, and likely to tumble down with
fatigue. Ifind them flying to and fro as trifling straws, and
know not whether it is of their “will or madness or stupidity,

that they have made choice of this foolish course.

57. Among brute crcatures, the brave lion hears the
tremendous thunder claps without shuddering: while the
cowardly dog trembles and shuts his eyes with fear at the
sound,

58. I believe, O vile dog, that thou hast been taught to bark
at thy fellows, and to ramble about in the sivcets, by some
surly and strolling porter or peon (among men).

59. The divine creator, that has ordained varieties in all his
works, has made the nasty breed of his daughter saromd all
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equal in their filthiness. These are the dogs, that make their
kennels or dog holes in dirt, that feed upon filth and carrion
and copulatc in public places, and carry about an impure
body every where. (This is a slur against the progeny of one’s
daughters, who generally turn to be vicious).

60. “ Who is there viler than ‘thee”; says a man to his
dog; to which he answered, the silly man as thee is the vilest
of all” There are the best qualities of valour, fidelity and
unshaken patience, combined in the canine tribe; and these
are hard to be had in hwnan kind, who grovel in the darkness
of their ignorance amidst greater impurities and calamities.
(The instinctive sagacity of beasts, is a surer safe guard to
them, than the boasted reason of man).

61. The dog cats impure things and lives in impurity ; he is
content with what it gets, feeds upon dead bodies and never
harts the living, and yet men are fond of pelting stones on him
every where ; thus the dog is made a plaything by men, contray
to the will of God.

62. Looking at the crow flying there upen the offeriugs,
left on tht lingum or phallus of Siva on younder bank; and
there appearing to sight to tell its tale to people, saying;
“ Behold me on high, with all my degarding sin; (of stealing
from the altars of deities).

63. Thou croaking crow, that growest so harshly, and treadst
the marshy lake; it is no wonder that thou wouldst vex us
with thy cries, that hast put down the sweet buzz of humming
bees.

64. We see the greedy rook, devouring ravenously the dirty
filth, in preferance to the sweet lotus stalk. It is no wonder
that some would perfer sour to sweet, from their long and
habitual taste of it.

65. A white crow siiting in a bush, of white lotus flowers
and their snowy fllaments, was mkcn at first for a hansa or
beron, but as it began to pick up worms, it came to be known
a8 a crow.

66. It is diffieult to distinguish a crow, sitting in company
with a cuckoo, both being of the like sable plumes and fea-

VoL 1V 80
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thers ; unless the one rnkes itself known as distinet from the
other, by givii

67. T sioing on a forest tree, or ¢n a moald of
elay e high brilt puilding. looks on all sides for its prey; as a
nightiy thiei mounts on a chaitta tree, and sits watching there
from ihe ways of people.

68. It is imposibl. Jor a crow, toabide with cranes and
stutks by the side of a lake, which abounds in lotus tlowers,
that diffuse their sombre farina ali about.

3. For shame that the nnisy vrow, should have a seat on
the soft lotus bed in compaay with silent swans, and play his
disgracoful pary and tricks among them. (5. e. It is impud-
ence on the purt of the ignorant, to open their mouths, where
the leained hald their silence).

70. Thou crow that criest a8 ~he hardest saw, say where
hasi thou left or lost thy former rescrveduess to-day. Why
dosy thou brood vver the young cuciou, the sweetiess of whose
voice thou canst never attain, aud v hom thou canst not retain
as thy young.

out T.s own voeal sound.

71 Onc seeing a dari crow silting as a black steg, in a
bed of white lotuses, and crowing aloud with delight at that
place, said unto him saying ;—It s better for ihee O clamoreus
crow to rend ears of those with thy cracking voice, thai are not
tired with spltting the head of others with their wily verbisge.

72. Tt is weil when the cuncing consvri with the cunning,
a8 the crow and the crab meeting at a pool; or the rook and
the owl joining in an arbour; for the two rogues tLough see-
mingly familiar, will not fail to foil one another by their
natural enmity (kd ko lu kika).

78. The cuckoo associating with the crow, and resembling
him in figure and colour; is distinguished by his sweet notes
from the other; as the learned man makes himself known by
his speech in the society of the iguorant.

74. The blossoming branch is weli able to bear, the spolia-
tion of its flowers by the cuckoo; and will ot yet suffer the
association of crows and eranes, and cocks and vultares upor
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its twigs. (i e. It is possible to bear with an injory from the
good, but not to tolerate the society of bad people).

75. How delightfully do people listen to the sweet notes of
‘the cuckoo, which unites the separted lovers together ; but who
can brook to hearken unto the jarring cries of the crow or
hooting of the owl, without disgust.

748 When the sweet notes of the young kokila, serve to
ravish tte ears of hearers, with the gladsome tidings of the
verral season ; there is the grating cry of the crow, immediate-
ly obtruding upon their ears, and demanding the melodious
cuckoo as its foster child. (It is well known to all here, that
young cuckoos are fostered in the nests of crows).

77. Why and what hast thou been cooing so long, O thou
teader cuckoo, with so much joy and glee in yonder grove; lot
thy pleasant vernal season is too soon over with its fading
flowers, and beheld the stern winter approaching . fast, to blast
the blossoming trees with its icy breath, and hidding thee to
hide thy hcad in thy nest.

78. A separated 1nistress seeing a sweet kokila, pour
forth '~ notes to the tender blossoms of the vernal season
thus addre«s to him saying; “say, O sweet cuckoo! who
tauglic vhee to se., that vernal season is tava fava tua tua,
%, ¢, “for tnce and thy enjoyment,” this is verily an woeful
lie thou tellest me, instead of saying “it is mine and mine”
tnat art enjoying thy companion.” (it would better rem-
dering in English to reverse the application of the words mine
and thine}.

72, "Mhe euckon sitting silent in an assemblage of crows,
apocars as one of them in its form and colour of its feathers;
and the graceful gait of the cuckoo, makes it known from the
rest, a4 the wise man is marked in the company of fools. It is
henee th-.. avery body is respected by his inward talents and
vatwatd deportment, more than by outer form and feathers.

80. O brother kokila! 1t isin vain that thou dost coo so
wxeetly, when there is none to appreciate its value; it is far
Letter therefore, that thou shouldst sit quiet in thy secluded
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covert under the shady leaves, when these flocks of crows are
80 loud in their cries; and when it is time for the falling dews,
and not of vernal flowers.

81. 1Itis to be wondered, that the young cuckoo forsakes ita
mother for ite fostering crow ; which on her part begins to prick
it with its bills and claws. As I reflect on these, I find the
young cuckoo growing in its form to the likeness of its mother ;
and hence I conclude, that the nature of a person prevails over
his training every where.



CHAPTER CXVIL
~ DescrrerioN of TEE Lorus-Laxe, BEE AND THE Swan.

Argument:—Description of s Laeke of lotus, and the bess and swans
frequenting them. .

HE compenions said :—Behold there, O lord! the lotus

lake on the tableland of the mountain; reflecting the

sky in its bosom, and resembling the pleasure pond of Kdma or

cupid. Behold there the beds of wbite, red and blue lotuses,

with their protruding stalks ; and listen to tbe mingled sounds
of the water fowls sporting thereon. '

2. Lo the full ‘blown lotus standing on it stalk with ite
thousand petals, and the royal gander or swan resting on its
pericarp; it is crowded by donble streaked bees, and hirds of
various kinds, as if it were the abode of the lotus-seated Brahmd
himself. ’

8. All the sides are overspread by miste and fearful frost,
and the red dust of the farina of full blown flowers and lotuses,
have been flying all about; the bees and birds giddy with the
odours spread around, are bumming and warbling their- tunes
and notes in the open air; and the clouds are spreading above
as an serial eanopy.

4.  There is the lashing sound of the breaking waves, beating
against the shore; and here is the rumbling noise of the

"humming bees, vying with one another ; some where the silent
waters are sleeping in the deep, and else where the fair lotus of
the lake, are lying hid in the bushes.

5. The pearly particles of water, are lulling away the heat

the people ; wild beasts are prowling on the bank, overgrown

‘wild thickets all around ; the waves are laving the stones
_on the bank, and the land appears as the clear sky on the earth.

6. The bosom of the lake. displaya the rays of lightnings,
from the rednees of the clouds by the dust of flowers: borne
above by the winds; and one side of it is obscured by a dark
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rainy cloud hanging over it, while the other side exhihits the
variegated rays of the evamng skies above it.

7. There is a fra t of the autt I cloud, borne aloft
by the driving winds; ; aad appetﬁng 88 it were a part of the
aky sapported upon the air,

8 The rippling waves of the lake hy gentle breeze, and the
wettish humming bees fluttering over the bed of the lotus
lake, made a noise 2li eround ; like the falling of flowers from
the branches of trees, lying on the bank of a river.

9. The large lotus leaves are waving like fans made of palin
leaves, and the toaming froths were puffing as the snowy chow-
ries of princes; the ‘buzsing bees and cooing cuckoos, were
singing to and lauding the lahe whlch lay like a lord, in the
blage of lot g the congorts of his harem.

“The lake #o likenod tau s lord),

10. Lo the >f black bees, singing their eharmmg
chimes hofar. . and the yellow farina of the lotus flowers,
have strewn his waters with dust of gold. The yellowish
froths are floating like fragments of its gold coloured Rowers;
and the flowery furzes on the bank, decorate it as its head dresa.

1% The deep fountain, having the beautiful lotuses on its
bosom ; enjoys their sweet fragrance, as princes derive from the
assemblage, of talented men in their courts.

%2 The pellucid lake, reflecting the clear antumnal sky
o+ its surface ; resembles the mind of the wise man, which is
ever s . - composed, with the light of the true sdstra.

i. Loe limpid lake is little discernible in winter, whei the
1.:47-8 have covered it with hoar frost, and convected ita
" ‘uenvss to white.

4 So the world appears to the wise, & ‘vast sheet of the
~ory of God ; and all these distinet forms of things, like waves
@i sl sea are lost at last, into the bright element of Eternit,,

15, Itisby one'e 6wn éxeriion, that oveiy body should
try to raise himself above the sea of error, ov else he must be
continually whirling in the whirlpoo! of blunder, like all oth..
ignorant mea.

e
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16. As the waters of wells, tanks, lakes and seas, differ from
one another in their quality ; so the perdons of men and women,
are different from each other in their respective dispositiona.

17. Who can count the aquatic plants and lotuses, which
grow in the lakes as plentifully, as the passions and desires
spring in the fountair of the human heart; and which are
carried away by ths waves of accidents, or hurled into the whirl--
pool of perdivion.

18. Ob, the wonderful effect of bad company, that the lotus
growing in the company of aquatic plants, loses its fragrance in
the current waters, and shows its thorny stalks to view.

19. The good qualities of a person like those of the lotus,
are lost under the assemblage of vicious faults in the same;
such as the pores, the hollowness and the too fine and fragile
fibzes of the lotus stalks, make them entirely useless to any
body. .
2C.  But the lotus which adorns its natal waters, and fills
th. aiz with its fragrance; is as a nobleman born with the
noble qualities of a noble family; and whoee virtuea is impossible
fur the hundred hooded serpent-Védsuki also to relate. (Such
a person is called the lotus of his family). )

21.  What other thing can equal the lotus in ita praise, which
in form of Laxmi, rests on the bossm of Hari, and g aces his
hand in the manner of a bougquet or nose gay.

22. The white and hlue lotuses, are both est: d for their
quality of sweet scent, though th.y differ in their colour;
and henco the one is sacred to the sus and the other to the
moon.

23. The blooming beanty of the lotus-bed, isnot comparable
to that of the fuii plown flowers of the forest; mor dues the
lotus-lake bear comparison with the starry heaven also; but
they are to be compared with the comely and smiling face of
the davcing girl in her f2te

84 Blessed sre Gees, that havo all along enjoyed their
lives in revelling over ths sweets of flowers, without having ary
other thiug to care about.
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25. Blest are the bees and euckoos, that feast upon the
flavour of mango fruits, and regale themsrlves with the frag-
rance of their flowers; all others not so blest, are horn only to
bear the name of the species.

26. The bees cloyed with honey, and giddy with the flavour
of lotuses, in the lake where they revel ; laughed to scorn some
others of their tribe, that led their humble lives on the common
farina of flowers,

27. The black bee that buzzed to the lotus, lived and
sported in its company and slept in its honey cup at night;
was in trouble at the approach of autumn, not knowing what
flower to choose for its fare, and were to resort for its rest.

28. A black bee sitting on the unblown bud of a flower,
appeared as a black man placed over a trident by kdla.

29. O thou insatiate bee! that.ever rovest over hills and
dales, and suckest the sweets of all kinds of flowers; why
wanderest thou still, unless lt were for thy restless discontent.

30. Thou soft bodied bee, that art bred up in sweets, and
fedest upon the farina of flowers ; it is better for thee to resort
to the lotuses of the lake, than bruise thy body in thorns and
thisles.

31, O humble bee, if thou art deprived of thy mellifivous
food and thy fair fare of the farina of flowers in stern winter;
thou shouldst yet repair as wise men do to such as may suit
thy taste, and be congenial to thy nature ; 1ather than be mean
and dehase thyself, by thy attendance upon the base and mean,

32, Look there, O lord ! the assemblage of milk white swans,
swimming in the lake, and feeding upon the silvery fibres of
lotus stalks, and guggling as gravely, as the chaunters of the
8dma veda.

33. Here the gander pursuing the geese, seated in their
cradles of lotus bushes ; thinks the limpid lake as the blue sky,
and the lotus cradle as a cloud, and stops from his pursuit (for
fear of falling down on eart.h) (Mistake of the terrestial lake,
for the aerial mand4kin).

84, Let no body be so unfortunate, O lord, a8 was this gan:
der, which in pursuit of the shadow of the goose.
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85. The sweet music of the swan as it sings of its own
accord, is inimitable by the crow or crane, although they are
taught to learn it for many years in its society.

36. Although the swan and drake are both of the same
kind, and of like form and figure, and live upon the same sort
of food ; yet they differ widely from one another in their res-
pective species and qualities,

37. The swan soaring in the sky, with his snow white
wings and feathers ; appears as the hoary lotus sitting upon its
stalk ; and then it gladdens the minds of men, as the full
moon with her icy beams.

38. The. elevated stalks of lotuses, rising as the lofty stems
of plantain trees, with the lotuses sitting as the goddess Flora
upon them, afford delight to swans only, and to no other bird,

89. Lo, how the lake is adorned like a beauteous lady, with
the waves resembling her.waving bracelets, and the ripples
likening her necklaces ; while the acquatic plants and flowers,
represent wreaths and garlands on her bosom.

40. The strings of fluttering bees, are as streaks of black
spots on her person; the swelling of cranes and storks are
as the tinklings of her anklets, and the rippling waves are as
the glances of her eyes.

41. The lake is graced like a lady, by the young swans cry-
ing by her side as her young ones; and looking up to the
mountain as her lord, for s fresh supply of fresh water from
his profluent cascade.

42, Don’t you, O harmless swan, says one, reside with the
malicious water fowels and birds of prey, in one and the same
lake; it is better that thou dost remain with thy own kind,
that may assist thee in distress.

43. Look to thy end, O silly bee, says one, that art now so
giddy with thy drink of the sweet honey of flower, and
treadst on the heads of elephants, to sip and suck their exu-
ding ichor, and ramblest at large among the blooming losuses,
that the winter of scarcity is fast approaching to thee, when
thou shalt be constrained to live upon the dewdrops drizeling
on blades of grass or dripping from stones.

Vor. IV. 81
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44 Olord! the milk white swan with wide stretched wings
entered into the lotus bush, to see after hiz young ones, they
on seeing him, begin to cackle, as a child does on seeing his
father before him. The young ones ssid, O father, It is al
delusion, Wke white pearl in silver and one sees fag over his
head at mid-day.

45. The swan is as silently floating over the limpid waters
of the lske, as the bright moon is gently gliding along the
teansMucertt atmosphere of the firmament; and as it passes
through, the beds of lotuses, its wings bruise against the bloss-
oms, causing them to distil their fragrant fluid, which is
‘ulpoéx'.n by fishes, in the manner of the holy water of Ganges.



CHAPTER CXVIIL
DrscrrerioN or DEER, PRAOCCKS, OBANES &c.

Argument :—This chapter is devoted to the desoription of somse bessts
and birds, some fishes and a traveller.

OME companion said :——Behold the crane, which notwith-

standing its destitation of all good qualities, has one

special instinct of uttering the onomatopoeia signifying the
rain.

2. O crane that resemblest the swan in the colour of thy
feathers, thou mightest will be taken for a young swan, wert
thou but without the rupacity of the king-fisher (mudgu).

8. So thereis a line of king fishers, that are expert indiving
amidst deep waters, and catching the fishes in its wide exten-
ded beaks, now sitting idle on the shore, and not venturing to
dart themselves into the water, for fear of the sharks, floating
there with their open mouths and wide stretched jaws.

4. Thus murderers also dart upon men, in the manner of
diviog king fishers, and ory out saying, “ madgu madgurs,”
this king-fisher is our instructor in killing.”

5. Seeing a whito heron with its long neck and uplified
head, sitting silently and watching on the shore, the people
took it at first for a ansa or Aerm shaw; hut finding it after-
ward to catch & shrim from the marsh water, they came to
know it a3 a heron at last.

6. A crane was observed by a woman, to be sitting on the
shore like a devotee the live long day, while it was in reality
watching for prey, until the evening shade, as the day labour-
ers are wont to do for their bread.

7. Look there, says & wayfaring woman to her companion,
how thewe rustic women are culling the lotuses amidst the
frosty lake; if you like you can follow them, but I will fall
back from you.
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8. Look there, O lord! (says the companion to the king),
how that traveller appeases his angry mate, and leads her to
the flowery bower of the weedy hush.

9. Look then, O lord, at the dalliance of the lady, and at
her smiling face mized with her frowning looks; and hearken
to her speech to her associate.

10. The crane, king fisher and other rapacious birds, that'
live together in the same place, are all of the same mind and
purpose ; but the fool and wise man can never agree, though
they abide togther in the same society for ever.

11. As the cricket caught under the bill of wood peeker,
whistles to his face ; so the retribution of our past misdeeds,
flies as a flag before us, and unfolds itself unto us (wherever
we may happen to go, or chance to be rchorn),

12. As long as the cruel crane of fate, keeps eluckmg
upon the tall tree on the shore; so long doth the fearful
shrimp (of the living soul), keeps itself concealed in the bog
(of the body) with its inward trepidation. Hence there is no,
rest or quiet of the body and soul, until the ultimate quietns.
of both,

13. The bodies of animals, which are devoured by rapacious
beasts and birds, and then disgorged unhurt and entire out of
their bowels; resemble I ween to their rising from the lap of
sleep, or a state of profound trance.

14. The fear that overtakes the fishes in their native waters,
at the sight of rapacious animals, is far greater than those of
thunder olaps or thunder bolts falling upon them ; and this I
know from remembrance of my past life of a fish, and cannot
be denied by the wise.

15. Behold there the herd of deer before thus reposing in
raptures over the hed of flowers, under the shade of trees on
the borders of the lake ; and look also at the hive of the bees
about the new blown flowers of the grove.

16. Look the high minded and lofty headed peacock craving-
and crying aloud for rain water, to the great god of the clouds
and rains; and the god Indra in return pours in floods to fill
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the whole earth with water; for the greatness of gods looks to
the general and -individual good.

17. The peacocks like suckling babes, attend on the clouds
as their wet nurses; or it may be, that the black peacocks are
the offspring of dark clouds, (that endears and unites them thus
to one another),

18. Lo the wonderer looking with wonder on the eyes of the
antelope, and finding their resemblance with those of his dear
one at home, remains stupified as statue at the sight of the
objects exposed to his view,

19. The peacock instead of drinking water from the ground,
snatches by force the snake from undernéath; wherefore I am
at aloss to know which of these to blame for its malice. (The
peacock kills the snake, hut this one destroys all living crea-
tures).

20. Why is it that the peacock shuns to drink in the large
lake, which is as liberal as the minds of great men ; and is
content to swallow the drops of rain water, spit out and spirted
by the cloud ; unless it be for shame of stooping down his head,.
to drink the water of the lake.

21. See the peacock dancing, with displaying his gaudy
train to the clouds; and oscillating their starry plumage in the
rain, as if they were the offspring of the rainy season.

22. The rainy dark cloud which was carried ;by the wind
from the bed of ocean, appeared over the forest lake and meé
with the gleeful dancing peacock below.

28. It is better for thee, O chitaka! to pick up the blades’
of grass for thy food, and drink the water of the fountains,
and rest in the shady plantain grove of the forest; than to
dwell in the hollow cave of a withered tree in sultry heat, by
thy pride of never stooping down for thy aubsistence.

24. Think not, O peacock ! this cloud to be a sea and the
abode of sharks; but know to be a watery cloud, born of the
smoke of wild fire, and of the vapours of the mountain and
ascending to the sky. (Therefore thou canst not fear to dance
before it).
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25. The peacock seeing the cloud that was so profuse of
rain even in autumn, becoming sometimes soscant of its supply
&5 not even to fill a tank (such as in times of drought), sus-
tains its thirst with patience, ingratitude to the past favours of
the cloud; nor does it fain to blame its former supporter for
failing, nor- deigns to drink any other earthly water like
the common people.

26.. The peacock that was wont to drink the erystal drops
of the clouds, would not now stoop to drink the dirty water of
the ditch, though pressed and pinched by drought and thirst ;
b the sweet r b of his past heverage, supports
him from fainting, and the expeotation of fresh draughts, pre-
serves him from dying.

27. Travellers mitigate the toils of their journey, by mutual
coversation on the way ; a8 the ignorant thqt cannot commune
with - th lves, i thsir thoughts with others, to
beguile.the tediousness of their lives.

28. Look there, O lord ! to the slender stalks of the lotuses,
sapporting the burden of the watsr on the lotus leaves; like
yon tender damsels carrying the water pots on their heada.

29. Being asked why they were carrying those of lotus
flowere and leaves and for what use ; they replied, to make cool-

ing beds for assuaging the fever heat of the love sick wives of
travellers from their homes.

80. These impassioned damsels, with their swollen breasts
a1 youthful dalliance, and the motions and gestures of their
bodies, served to excite the remembrance of the separated.
brides, whom the travellers had left behind. at their far distant
abodes,

81. Ah mmly, says a tmveller, that dear one of mine, must
now bt weeping and wailing, or falling down and rolling on the
ground, at the sight of yonder dark cloud in the sky in my
absence.

82.- Lo there the lines of black bees, fluttering on the:
cups of lotuses, and the little bees giddy with the dulciate
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liquor of flowers; the gentle breezes are blowing on all sides,
and wafting the fragrance of the opening blossoms; while the
leaves of trees are dancing to the tunes of the rustling winds.



CHAPTER CXIX.

LAMENTATION OF THE LOVELORN TRAVELLER.

A t :—The lovesick ller, relating the woes of his separation
to his beloved one.

FTVHE Companions continued :—The traveller having re-

turned home, and finding his beloved one by the arbour
of mandara trees, began to relate to her the pangs of his pro-
tracted separation.

2. Listen to my mavellous tale, said he, and what happened

t0 me one day, when I sought to send some one to thee with
my tidings,
, 8. Isought long but sought in vain. at the time of my pain-
fal separation, to send one to thee at this house of mine; but
where such a one be found in the world, who would take a
severe interest in the afliction of another, for the sake of
charity or mere friendship ?

4. Lo, I came to behold even then and there, a big cloud on
the top of a mount, resembling the steed of cupid, that appear-
ed jocundly before me, accompanied by the swift lightening as
his precourser.

5. I advanced before him and addressed unto him, saying;
ah brother cloud, thou bearest the rainbow of Indra, as a collar
about thy neck, and are graceful in thy course, have pity on me
for a moment. Please go to my dear one and tell her my
tidings, with thy low - voice, sympathetic tears and breath of
sighs ; because the tender form of the pliant creeper, will not
be able to bear thy loud uproar. ‘

6. I know not, O dark cloud! to what abode to direct thee
to find my beloved one, who is pictared in the plate of my
heart by the pencil of my mind, and was forever situated in
my bosom. )

7. But now, O my friendly clond ! my distracted. mind has
lost that figure of my beloved in my breast, together with the
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sight of her person from my eyes; and now having lost the
freedom of my body in a foreign country, I have become hut a
wooden frame work without my love, which is its living soul:
for what living body can bear the paugs of separation.

8. People then thought me dead, and with tears in their
eyes, began to prepare my obsequies and collect wood for my
funeral.

9. I was borne away to be burnt on a dreadful funeral pile,
‘which was borribly crackling with the cracking wood, of the
blazing fire on the burning ground.

10. There, O my lotus eyed love, I was laid on the pile by

some p with their weepiug eyes ; and the pyre was sur-
rounded hy a number of men, who stood as spectators of the
horrible sight.

11. At that time the curling smoke of the pyre, began to
enter into my nostrils like the creepers or stalks of lotus
plants; and as when the dark and lengthy body of the curvi-
linear snake, enters into a hole in the ground.

12. But all this, I was defended by the strong armour of
my firm love to thee ; as the unborn or selfborn son of god
Brahm4, was defended from the showers of darts, of the whole
post of demons and thinking myself to be plunged in the
cooling pool of thy love within my heart ; I was untouched by
the flames of fire burning pll about me.

13. All this time I lay in the ecstacy of my love to thee,
and I felt raptures of joy rise in my breast, from my fancied
association with thee. I deemed myself as drowned in an am-
brosial lake, while I was in that state of raptare, and thought
sovereigoty of the whole world, too insignificant before my
ecstatic transport,

14. . Methought Ifelt raptures of inexpressible delight fill
my whole soul, at the thought of all thy blandishments and
graces, and in_the all of thy speech, sweet smiles and
side long glances, and all the gestures and motions of thy per-
son, that spread an ambrosial charm all around me.

15. Methought we clasped in mutual emb and to-
gether in amorous folds; till exhausted with surfeit, I lay

VoL IV. 82
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upon the cool soft bed, as if I wab drowned in'the cold and icy
ooean of the lunar dise. -

16, At this momept as I lay long in my bed, bedewed with
cool sandal paste, and the cooling beams of the full-moon; I
beard a thundering noise accompanied with flames of fire, rising
from the burning pile of woods under me, as it was the subma-
rine fire, proceeding from the milky ocean wherein I was lying.

17. The companions resumed :—When the husband had said
80 far, his listening spouse cried out aloud; saying Ahme! “Iam
dead, I am gone,” and for fear of hearing the sad consequence, fell
into a swoon and became senseless.

18. The husband finding her fainting, began to wave over
her fan of lotus leaves, besprinkled with water ; and taking her
vp to his bosom, tried to restore her to her senses.

19. Being then desired by hei to finish his tale, he began
to relate the remainder by holding her chin with his hand.

20. As I felt the pain of the burning flame touching my
body, I cried out and groaned in affliction ; the spectators has-
tened to extinguish the blazing pile, and felt delighted tg find
me alive. .

21, The attendants then with loud spouts of joy, like the
sonnd of drums &c. and with garlands of flowers, raised and
embraced me to their bosoms ; and went on shouting and sing-
ing and dancing and laughing with exultation.

22. I then saw the funeral ground resembling the formid-
able body of Bhairava-the god of destruction. It was equally
covered with ashes, wreathed with snakes and stuflded with
human skulls: and the scattered bones that were strewn over
the ground, seemed as the beams of the moon crowning the
hsad of Siva.

23. Here pot winds were blowing from the funeral piles, as
from the burning fire on Haras head ; and bearing the burnt
ashes of the dead bodies, a8 a dark mist all around; they bore
stink of the rotten bones to theair, and carried about the rustl-
ing noise of the bones jostling against one another.

24. The burning piles and their flashing flames and flying
aparks, and the fiery winds scorching the trees and herbage;
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give this place the appearance of the play ground, of the -gods
of wind and fire, and of the sons of sun-yama and saturn.

25. ThusI saw the funeral ground full of terrors, and cover-
ed Wwith skeletons of half-burnt bodies and putrid carcasses
also; it is infested by hungry dogs and howling jackale, and
other voracious beasts, and the ravenous ravens and vultures.
It is a place where the Vetdla-d and Pisdcha-hobgebli
revel with fearful shrieks and jarring sounds.

26. 1 beheld there the biers of dead bodies, borne by “their
mourning friends, with loud eries and lamentations that filled
the air all about. ' I saw the beastsand birds, that tore theif
sntrails and arteries, yet moist with blood, and I «aw the ground.
strewn over with half burnt logs of wood and bushes.

27. ‘In some Places the glaring pyres, gave a gloomy light,
and in others the tufts of hair, were heaped as spots of - clouds ;
some where the ground was besmeared with blood, and looked
like a lurid aheet of cloth; and else where the clouds were
roaring, as the setting sun went down the western hill (or
hiorizon).




CHAPTER CXX.
D2SCRIPTION OF VARIOUS OBJECTS ON ALL SIDES.

Argament :—Prolusion on the winds and the forest trecs and wild beos;
then on celestial nymphs, birds &c.

HE companions - contintied :—Thus the loving pair after
taking to one anothar in the aforesaid ; be
to sip their delicious wine, And now attend, O lotus eyed
lord to the other things of things of this place.

2. Lo, there the winds, shaking the plantain leaves and
clusters of their flowers, and hlowing to all sides, with the dust
of various sorts of flowers, with which they have adorned them-
selves.

8. There the breezes are blowing, loaded-with odours exhal-
ed by the Bowers of the forest; and there the gentle zephers
are wafting the perfumes, which they have stolen from the
locks of their favourite fairies.

4 Here are the blasts blowing from the salt sea on the
south; and driving as fastly as the stern lion rushes into the
fastness of woods and mountain caves; and as forcibly, as the
fierce giants attacked the gods on the top of mount meru.

5. Again there is the high wind playing and shaking with
the high tamdla, tdla and other palma trees; while the gentle
gales, are softly gliding over the waves, and wafting their mois-
.ture to ths tender plants below.

8. There the soft hreezes are wheezing, with the dust
thrown ouf by the flowers; while gentle zephers are moving
abont.as princes amidst the bowers and flower gardens.

7.: - There the god Eolus plays his sweet sylvan pipe, in the
hole of the hollow bamboo ; in the manner of the female sweet
musicians, tunivg their reeds in the city of P4ndu or hastinapurs.
(Here is a palpable anachronism with regard to the anterior of
prince Pindu).
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8. Here every plant is fraught with bees, except the karnis
kara flower ; which is avoided by them, on account of its dis-
regard of the god of air, by withholding to pay him the tris
bute odour and farina.

9. The tdla or palm tree, that rises as high as a column
but yields no fruit nor flower to the hungry passenger, owing to
its inaccessible height, is as disgraceful in itself as the unchari-
table rich man.

10. Ignorant and unworthy people, build their pride on out-
ward show, as the kinsuka flower displays the beauty of ite
colour to view, in absence of its fragrance.

11. Lock at the Karnikara flower, hlooming only to decay ;
because its want of fragrance makes it as worthless and despi-
cable, as unworthy and ignorant men are disregarded by all.

12. So the tamdla tree with its blushing blossoms, beguile
the thirsty chdtaka by its false appearance of a rainy cloud, sq
the fair outside of the fool, deceives the unwise by his ioward
foulness.

13. Look at these robust, woody, shady and cloudeapt hills,
which afford shade and shelter to others; and are possessed of
many more qualities, befitting the kings of men ; are standing
in the manner of lofty bamboos (having all these qualities in
them).

14 Look at yonder cloud on the mountain top, resting as it
were upon the seat of its table land of bright gold, and twirling
1tuyellow le of lightnings; appearing as the god Hari
elad in his vest of aureate yellow.

15. Look on the blooming kinsuka fiower, with the flutter-
bees and birds about them appearing as a fighting warriors,
pierced by fiying arrows, and besmeared with crimson blood.

16. Lo the golden ddra flowers, touching the amb
coloured clouds of heaven ; appearing as the giddy Gandharva
lads, lying on the top of the Mahendra mountain,

17. Behold the weary wayfarers, laying and lulling them-
selves to rest, under the shade of the Kalpa trees in the garden
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of paradise ; while the siddhas and Vidyddharas are sitting
there at ease, and singing their songs to the tune of their
stringed instruments.

18. Behold also the celestial nymphs, stretched there ab
ease, at tittering and singing in the groves-bowers of the Kalpa
arbour of eden. .

19. There is the silent abode of the great sage Mandapala,
famed in the legends ; and the cave of the celebrated vulture
said to be his wife.

20. See there the line of hermitages of the ancient sages;
where the envious animals forget their mutual animosities, and
together in perfect concord and amity. :

21. There are the coral plants, growing with other shrubs
and bushes, by the side of the sea coast; and the drops of water
trickling upon them, glisten as gems by the solar rays.

22. The waves are rolling with precious gems, on the bosom
of the ocean ; like playful damsels rocking on witlt their orna-
ments on the breasts of their lovers.

23. Here the jingling noise of the jewelleries of the celestial
nymphs, sauntering from the celestial regions, to the infernal
abodes of the serpents through the midway skies.

24. Here those hollow mountain caves, whistling with a
sound resembling the buzzing of wild bees, falling down giddy
with drioking the ichor exuding from the fore-head of ele-
phants.

25. Lo the sea ebbing with the waning moon during the
dark fortnight of the month ; and the receding tides describing
ang leaving the linear marks of their regression upon the
sands on the shore.

26. Lo the woodland decorated as a beanty, with clusters
of flowers hanging as wreaths and garlands on every side;
breathing fragrance all about, and attired in the robe of its
cooling shade,

27.  The variegated foliage from its party—coloured dress,
and the ' waterfalls seem as its sweet smiles; and the flowers
sirewn about, appear as the flowery bed of the happy woodland
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.dame. (The word vana means the vana-devi or woodland
goddess, corresponding with a dryad, sylva or Flora).

28. Here the high-minded sages and hermits, are as highly
delighted with their quiet sylvan retreats ; as the celestials are
joyous in gardens of Eden. (Eden and udydna are both the
same).

29. The placid and indifferent minds of sages, are equally
delighted with these solitary woodlands, as the restless and
impatient minds of lovers and worldly people.

30. The waters of the sea, whether running into the land, or
washing the foot of the rock on the sea-shore ; are equally shin-
ning and sounding as their tinkling ornamenis or anklets
(nupurs).

31l. The punndga flowers blooming on mountains, appear as
golden mines upon them; and the gold finch birds flying over
them, look like winged angels in the aerial course.

82. The mountain forests appear to be in a conflagration,
with their full blown champaka flowers blazing as fire, and
the bees and clouds hovering overithem as smoke; while the
current winds are spreading above their dust and petals like
the sparks of fire.

83. Lo the kokila swinging and singing, on his seat of the
top most stalk of a karavira tree; when his mate comes and
embraces him there, and sings responsive to his songs with her
clamorous chattering. (It is a sarcasm on pettish wives, that
often interrupt the silent musings of their consorts with their
tastelessness).

34. See the salt waters of the briny ocean, roaring aloud
against shore ; but the coast-lands are kept in subjection under
the hands of their able masers. (The rule of kings stretched to
the seashore).

35. Olord! deign to make this earth, (i. & the continent of
Jambudwipa or Asia), stretching to the four seas on the four
sides), as thy footstool ; and establish thy rule over the remain-
ing potentates, that escaped the brunt of thy valour; appoint
rulers over all the provinces on all sides; and provide them
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with proper foree and arms, which are necestary to keep them
i# order; and continue to govern thy realms with mercy and
moderation.



CHAPTER CXXL
ExPOSITION OF THE STORY. OF VIPASCHIT.
4R d of ipaschit’s Roeal Eii‘i ﬂﬁio!ﬂ.ﬂ
l.nd ntfampt to proeeed furtbur.
ASISHTHA related :—Then the king ¥ipaschit and Inl
companions, #st on the coast of the ses, nd did what-
, @ver-was requisite for the establishment of his sovereignty. -

2. They then chose spots for their abodes at that, place, and
made houses for themselves aoootdmg to their positions; they
wettied the boundaries of the provinces, and set guards for their
defence.

8. At last they went down into the ocean, and then proceed-
ed to the otherside of the-world ; i order to show his glory
like that of Vipaschit, to other parte of the world.

4.- Then came on the dark night, in the form of an all-oyer
‘shading cloud ; and the people all sank into the lap of sleep,
after finishing their daily works and rituals.

§ They were amszed to think in themselves, how insensibly
they were led to 8o great a distance in 8o shitrt a *pace of time,
and to meet the ocean like currents of rivers ﬁfling,,into,it.

. 6. They mid; “It isa wonder that we have come so far,
mzhout any attempt on our part; and therefore this great
velocity must be attributed, to the swiftness of the vehicles of
the great god Agni (or Electricity melf).

7. Lord! say they, how extensive is the view thas lies be-
fdke our sight ; stretching from one end of the Junbudmpa.
to its other extremity of the vast salt ocean, and thence again
to the islands in it, and other lands and seas beyond them. ,

8. There are islands and seas beyond these, and others again
beyond them ; how many such and may more, may there be of
this kind, and how inscrutable is the delusion which is thus
spread before our minds. (. . All these are but.our mental
delusions). .

Vo IV. 83
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9. Let us therefore pray the god of fire (electrieity), that
we may see at once every thing on all sides by his favour, and
with any exertion of or pain on our sides.

10. So suying and thinking in this manner, they all reflected
on the god with one accord, and meditated on him, as they sat
in their respective places.

11. The god appeared to tbem, and stood manifest before
their sight in his tangible form, and spoke to them saying:—
« Ask ye my sons, what favor you desire of me.”

12. They said; O lord of gods, that abidest beyond this
visible and elemental world, ordain, that by means of the vedis
mantra and our purified minds, we may know the knowables
in our minds.

13. Give us, O god, this great and best boon, that we ask of
thee; that we may know by thy light, whatever is knowable
by either the external senses ; mind or by our self-conscious-
ness. (i e. By the three means of knowledge).

14. Enable us to see with our eyes O lord ! the paths, which
lead the siddhas and yogis to the sight of the invisibles ; and
make us also to perceive in our minds the things, that imper-
ceptible to them.

15. Let not death overtake us, till we have reached to the
ways of the siddhas; and let thy grace guide us in the paths,
where no embodied being can pass; (i. e. in our journey to the
next world, when we have shuffled our mortal coil).

16. Vasishtha said :—* So be it ” said the igneous god, and
instantly disappeared from their sight ; as the submarine fire
bursts forth, and vanishes at once in the sea.

17, As the fiery god disappeared, there sppeared the dark
night after him; and as the night also fled after & while, gh
sunshine returned with the reviving wishes of the king and Hi
men, to survey the wide ocean lying before them.



CHAPTER CXXIL

THE KING'S SURVEY OF THE SEA, AND HIS
LOCOMOTION ON IT.

Argument :—Ths king walks on foot on the ses, his chase of sharks and

other marine animals,
ASISHTHA reldted :—Rising then in the morning, they
regulated the affairs of the state according to the rules
preacribed by law ; and were eager to sce the sea, as if they were
impelled by some préternatural force, which nothmglesq than
the power of ministeriil officers could restrain.

2. But they were so° ampnnted by their mad ambition,
that they forgot their affection for their families; and " forsook
them all weeping before them, for-undertaking their perilous
8ea voyage.

8. They said, “ we will sce what there is on the other side
of the sea, and then return mmtly to this place.” Saying so
they muttered the i i tras of the Fire god, who
inspired them with the power of walking on foot and dryshod
over-the sea.

4. Al the representutxves of the king, being followed

by, their. companions on all sides, proceeded to the borders of
the several seas, and thent walked ou their feet over to watery
maze.
" 5. They walked on foot upon the waters, as if they were
walking upon the surface of the ground, and all the four bodies
of the quardruple king, now met together in one place, and
immediately afterwards they separated apart with all their
forces.

6. Marchmg on foot over the vast expance, they surveyed
all that was in and upon the sea; and disappeared altogether
from the sight of the peaple on the shore, as a spot of cloud,
vanishes from view'in antumn,

7. The forces travelled on foot all over the watery path/of
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the ocean, with as much fortitude; as the elephants of the
king, traverse with patience on land, when they are bound to a
distant journey.

8. They mounted high and went down, along with the ris-
ing and lowering waves; as when men climb upon and des-
-cend from steep-mountains, and as one ride and goes a gallop-
ing on horseback, or in the of Hari floating upon the
bellowy ocean, or in his act of churning the sea,

9. They paced over the whirlpools, as the straws float up-
on wabers ; and they promenaded as gracefully amidst the en-
compassing waves, as the beauteous moon passes through the
surrounding clouds.

10. The hrave soldicrs that were so well armed with wea-
pons in their hands, and so well protected hy the power of their
mantras and amulets ; that they were as often disgorged ftom
bowels of the sharks, as they came to be devoured by them:
(because they could neither musticate nor digest them).

11. Pushed onward hy the waves, and driven forward by the
winds, their bodies were carried to the distance of many a
leagues in a moment.

12. The huge surges wlnch lifted them to great heights,
rep d the enc hants, on which they used to

mount, and ride about in their native land.

13. The vast expance of water appears as the void space of
the sky ; and the succession of heaving waves in it, represents
the folds of gathering clouds in heaven, and as they were dash-
ing against one another, they emitted the. flash of lightnings
anon.

14. 'The loose. and loud surges of the sea, resembled the
loosened elephants in the battle field ; and though they dashed
against the shore with all their force ; yet they were unahle to
break them down, as the clephants are baffled in their attempt
to hreak down a etone built rampart.

15. The waving waves reflecting the rays of the brilliant
pearls and gems, which they bore with them from shore to

hore ; resemble the eminent men, who though they pass alque
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from place to place, appear yet to be accompanied by their
train and glory every where.

16. The surf tramples over the mass of hoary froth with
contempt, as the snmowy white swan treads upon the bed of
whitish lotuses in disdain. (The surf and the awan, being
whiter far than the froth and the lotus).

17. The sounding main, which was as loud as the roaring
clouds, and the rebellowing billows, which were louder than
shey, bore no terror to them that stood as-rocks thereon.

18, The cloud-kisaing waves of the ocean, now rising above
the mountains, and now falling low at their feot, were likely
to touch the solar orb, and then sink into the infernal.

19. They were not afraid of the rising or falling waters;
but passed over the seaas upon sheet of cloth; and shromded
by the drizzling clouds, which foamed a canopy over them,

' 20. Thus the companions of the king crossed the ocean,
which was full of sharks and alligators; and tremendons eddies ;
they were sprinkled by water like showers of flowers, and
adorned with marine gems and pearls; and they crossed over
on foot, as others do in naviea



CHAPTER CXXIIIL

Tae KiNg's EXCURSIONS ON ALL SIDES.

Argument :—The King and his train, pass over the islands and proceed
towards the west.

ASISHTHA related :—Thus they proceeded onward, to

explore into the visible phenomena, exposed before them

by Ignorance, (avidy4 or external nature); and continued to

walk on foot, over the watery maze and the islands <it'con
tained. )

2, They passed over the ocean to some island, and then
from that island to the sea again; and in this manner they
traversed on foot, over many a mountain and wilderness in
interminable succession.

3. Then as the king was proceeding towards the western
main, he was seized and devoured by a voracious fish, which
was as the undying breed of Vishnu's fish, and as fleet as a
boat in the stream of Bitasta Beyah. (Vishnu's fish was the
deathless incarnation of himseif).

4. The fish fled with him in his belly to the milky ocean ;
but finding him to hard for his digestion, he bore him in his
bowels to a great distance in another direction.

5. 'He was then borne to the succharine ocean on the south,
and was there cast out in the island of Yaxds; where he was
overpowered to the love of a female fiend by her art of enchant~
ment, (or) where he was enchanted into the amour of a female
Yaxi, by her skill in sorcery. (The yaxas are the present
yakhas of ceylon, or egypt, and are said to he qually adept in the
art of mdya or magic).

6. - He then went towards the east, and passing by the
Ganges, he killed a shark that bad pursied him, and arrived at
last at the district of Kénya kubja thc modern Cawnpore.

7. Then proceeding towards the north, he came to the coun-
try, of Uttara-kurus, where he was edified by his adoration of
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Siva, and became exempted from the fear of death, in all his
wanderings on all sides of the earth.

8. In this way, tavelling long and afar, both by land and
sea; he was often attached by wild elephants on the boundary
mountains, and repeatedly gorged and disgorged by sharks and
alligators in the seas.

9. Then proceeding towards the west, he was picked up by
an eagle and set upon his back ; and the bird took to his golden
pinions, and bore him in an instant to the Kusa-dwipa across
the ocean.

10. Thence he passed to the Krauncha-dwipa on the east;
where he was seized and devoured by a Riksasa of the moun-
tain, but whom he killed afterwards by ripping up his belly
and its entrails.

11. Roving then in the south, he was denounced to become
ayaxa by curse of Daxa the king of that part: until he was
released from that state by the king of the Sacadwipa after
S0Ie years.

12. He then passed over the great and smaller seas lying in
the north, and after passing over the great frigid ocean, he ar-
rived at the country of gold, where he was changed to a stone
by the siddhas of that place.

13 In this state he remained a whole century, till by the
grace of his god Agni-ignis, he was released from the curse of
the siddha, who received him again into his favour.

14 Then travelling to the east, he became king of the
country of cocoanuts; and after reigning there for full five
years, he was restored to the remembrance of his former
state.

15, Then passing to the north of the Meru Mountain, he
dwelt among the Apsaras, in the groves of kalpatrees for ten
years, and subsisted on the bread fruits of cocoanuts,

16. Going afterwards to the salmalidwipa in the west, which
sbounds in trees of the same name, he dwelt in the society of
birds for many years, having been previously instructed in their
language, when he had been caried away by garuda.

17. Thence journeying in his westerly course, he reached to
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the Maridara’ Mountain which abounded in verdure and maddra
forests; and here he sojourmed for a day in company with
Mandari-a Kinnera female,

18. He then journeyed to the Nandana garden of the gods,
which abouuded in kalpa trees rising as high as the waves of
the milky ocean ; and he remained in the company of the wood-
land gods for & septenary, sporting with the Apsara damsels in
their amorous dalliance.




CHAPTER CXXIV.
QUADRIPARTITE STATE OF THE KING VIPASCHIT.

Argument.—The actions of the Individus! prince, sppertaiping to his
quaternary forms.

AMA wmid:~Tell me sir, whether the different states and
acts of the prince, relato particulary to any. one part of
his quadripartite body, or generally or severally to all and emch
part of himself ; because it is equally imposssible that all and
évery part should act the same part, as that the several parts ot
the same person, could act differently from the other (It is
unnecessary to be multipartite to act alike, as well as impossi-
Ble for the same personality to act differently in its many persons
or parts or forms, which are all one and the same being).

2. Vawishths regilied~<Any pefson that is conscious of his
self identity, amd ite invariability snd indivisibility, may yet
think himeelf a8 snother person and doing different things, asw
man doss in Mis deesrn,

3. Again it is the clearness of the soul, that shows the abs-
tenot images of things in itself, as it did in that of Vipaschit or
the wise prince ; and as & mitror reflects the discrete figures of
objects; and of the sky and sea, in its clear and empty bosom.

4. As reflectors made of the same metal, reflect one another
in themselves; so all things ‘which are in reality but of .an
intellectual or ideal nature, reflect themselves in the intellect.
(The mind is the repository of the ideal forms of things, and
it is mental fallacy only which makes them appear as real ones.
This is the idealistic theory of Barkeley).

5. Hence whatever ohject presents itself, to any oue of the
senses of any body, is no other than the concretion or density
of his intellectual idea of the same in its nature. (Hence the
sensibles are but solidified ideas, and ectypes of the ideal ; and
ot as causes or prototypes of our eternal ideas).

8. It is the one and self-same thing appears as many, and

VoL IV, 84



666 YOGA VASISHTHA.

the varied ones are hut the invariable one in reality; there is
no positive variety nor uniformity either in esse, hecause all
apparent variety is postitive unity. (2. e. all is one, and the one
in all).

7. Hence whatever part of the prince, was conscious of any-
thing, which presented itself before him of any time; the same
is said to be the state of his being during that time. (i.e.
‘Whatever a man i8 conscious of doing or suffering at any time,
the same forms the state or mode of living for the time being).

8. And as it is possible toa yogi, who sits secluded in one
places ; to see all present, past and future events at one view
before him; so it is possihle for a prince, sitting retired in his
palace, to manage all affairs of his whole domain; and much
more for the king Vipaschit, who delegated his viceroys, as
members of his body to all parts. (This passage explains the
quadripartite kings, to mean himself and his three viceroys on
three sides).

9. So doth a cloud stretch itself to all the quarters of the
sky, and perform at once the several functions of gnenching
the perched earth with its water, and of growing the vegeta-
bles and fructifying the trees. So also doth a man boast of his
manifold acts at the same time.

10. So also are the simultaneous acts of the lord God, and
those of the lords of men and yogis; who design and perform at
the same time, the multifarious acts relating to the creation,
preservation and management of the world.

11. So doth the one and selfsame Vishnu, with his four
arms and as many forms, acts many parts and separably also, as
the preservation of the world on the one hand, and the enjoy-
ment of hie fair consorts on the other.

12. Again though the two hands of a person, are enough
to discharge ths ordinary affairs of life ; yet it is requisite to
bave many arms, in order to wield many weapons in warfare.

13. It was in the same manner, that the self same monarch
was situated with his fourfold persons, in all the four sides of
the earth ; where though they were impressed with the consci-
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ousneas of their self identity, yet they all acted theirseveral
parts as quite distinet and apart from others.

14. They were all alike conscious of the pains and pleasures
attending on their lying down on naked grounds, their passing
to distsnt island and their travelling to different forests and
groves, and desert lands. also.

15. They all remembered their jonrney’s over hills and
mountains, as well as their voyages by water and air ; they knew
how they flonted on the seas, and rested on clouds.

168. They knew how they mounted upon waves of seas, and
rode on the back of flying wind; and how they lay on the
shores of seas, and at the foot of mountain,

17. Again the prince proceeding to Scythes, or the land of
sacas on the enst; passed into the enchanted city of the yaxas,
lying at the foot of the Eastern mountain or Udaya-giri ; where
being spelt bound by their sorcery, he lay asleep for full soven
years in the wood of the leafless mansd sijé trees.

18. Rising afterwards from his drowsiness, he was conver-
ted to the torpid state of a stone by his drinking some mineral
water, and was cordemned to remain for seven years more with
the mineral substances of the earth,

19. He was then confined in a cave of the westetn moun-
tain—Astdchala, which hes to the region of the clouds. and
is shrouded by darkness; and be became enamoured of the
company, of Pisdcha and Apsara females.

20. He then arrived at a region which was free from fear,
and where there rose a high mountain with water-falls in all
sides of it ; here the prince was lost in the forest of haritaki or
chebula—myrabolans, and become invisible for years.

21. The prince that had ere while been spellbound by the
yaxa, travelled afterwards to the frizid climate ; and there be-
ing transformed to a lion, he roved about the Raivata hills for
ten days and nights.

22. And then being deluded by the black art of Pisdchas,
he was chauged to the form of a frog, and lived in that state in
the caves of the golden mountain for a decad of years.

23. Travelling afterwards to the country of Kumdrika (cape
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eomorin), he dwelt at the bottom of the nothern ridge of the.
Bleck mountain. Then going to the sacs country, he was
sransformed to a hog, and lived in a dark hole for & hundred
years in that shape.

24. He lived for fourteen years as a squint-eyed, in the
land of.marivaca ; when the western formu of the prince was
turned to a Vidyidhars, by virtue of his skill in learning
yarious lore. .

25. There he enjoyed sexual inter course at his full satis-
faction under the scented bower of ald, and passed his time
i{p amusement, )



O iz LiviNe LiskmaTion or TH Puovog.

A t :—Mutual assistance of the foar persons of the prince to one
nnot}m, and their true meaning.

ASISHTHA Con_tmued :—Now of the quadripartite

¥ bodies of the prince, that which was transformed to a
{ree, in the valley called tlie vale of fearlesaness in sacadwipa
qupportaed iteelf by suokmg the better water of the rock whlch
1t drew by its roots, .

- 2 It was then that the western part of the royal persen,

game up to the relief of the former or esstern part, and relea-

ged it from the curse of its vegetable state of full seventy years,
" by the power of ite incantationa.

8. 'Again the western person of the king, passing to the

frigid elime, was there transformed to a stone by curse of the
chief of the Pisdcha tribe; but was released afterwards from
that state by southern personage, by his offering of meat food *
tp the carnivorous Pisticha.
. 4. At another time as this west: per was settled
beyond the western horizon, it was chnnged to ﬂm form of a
bull by a fomals fiend, that had assumed on her the form of a
eow, and was freed at last from that state by the southern
person.

5. Again the southern figure of the prince, was doomed to
live as a demon on a mountain tree in the Kshemaka, and was
liberated at last from it by the yaksha prince.

6, ' Then again the eastern person of the prince, was meta:
morphosed to the shape of a lion, on a mountain in the province
of Vrishaka, and was delivered for its metamorphoses by the.
western personality.

7. Réma rejomed :—How is it sir, that the smgle individu-.
ality of the prince, which was confined in one spot as that..of a
yogi; could be ubiquious ab one and the same time, could pers.
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form the various acts of different times and places at once, by
the all comprehensive universality of the mind.

8. Vasishtha replied: O Rima! Let the unenlightened
think whatever they may, respecting this world ; (i. e. let them
take its unreality for positive reality); but do you attend to
what I say, regarding the light in which it is viewed hy the
enlightened yogi (who view it in its spiricual light, and conduct
all their operations in the mind only).

9. According to spiritualists, there is no other essence,
except one universal Intellect ; the phegomenal are an utter in-
existence, and the creation or increate entity of the world, blends
into nothing. (The intellect is a formless and all-pervading
essence, and acts in many ways in all places).

10. This universal Intellect is the eternal residence of
and one with the eternal and universal soul; and it is this
that constitutes the essentiality and universality of the Supreme
soul at all times.

11 Say, who can obstruct any where or hy any force the
course of the great mind, which is ubiquious and all compre-
hensive, and exhibits itself in varions forms in the endless
varieties of ite thoughts. (Hence there is nothing in reality,
except they be but representations of the inward thoughts of
the mind ; or ifestations of the omnip t Ope in various
shapes).

12. “'What is it to us and what can we call to be ours, when
all these sights are exhibited in the supreme soul or Inteliect

. in all places and times ; and all that is present, past and fatare,
are comprised that all-comprehending mind.

13. So that the far and near, 8 moment and an age, are the
same to it, which i8 never altered in its nature (so says the
srati :—JIt is both near and afar, the past and the present &c).
.. 14 All things are situated in the soul, and yet look at the
act of Ignorance, that they appear to be placed without it, as
we behold them with our naked eyes: (as phantasms of the
hidden sout).

15. The soul is the substantial isci of form,
and exhibits the three worlds in its vacuity, without changing
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its vacuousness, (but shows like the magic lantern, the phantas-
megoria of these in itself).

16. The universal soul appears in the universe, as both its
viewer and the view in itself, or as the subjective and objective
in its self-same nature ; but how is it possible for the inherent
soul of the apparent world, to admit of a visible form in any
way, unless it be hy the delusion of our understanding to think
it so.

17. But tell me thou sage that knowest the truth, what thing
is impossible to the active agency of the selfsame Deity, to
whom alt things are alike possible at alt times and places ; and
so also to the wise king vipaschit, who was alike conscious of
his self identity in all his qudruple forms. (The lord that
spreads unspent, and acts alike in all. Pope).

18. The enlightened Intellect of the yogi, that has not yet
arrived at its transcendent state of unity with the Deity; and
retains the semse of its individuality ; can yet readily unite
itself with the souls of others in all places.

19. There is nothing impossible to the supreme sout; bnt
the half enlightened soul, that lingers between its knowledge
and ignorance, and has not attained to transcendent wisdom, is
confounded in its intellect regarding the true knowledge of
things.

20. The soul that is some what advanced in its knowledge,
is said to have partly progressed towards ite perfection (siidhi);
hence the four parts of Vipaschit situated on the four sides,
made up a perfect whole. (The whole number in common cal-
culatiou, is usually divided into and made up of four quarters),

21. These four parts were as so many states or degrees of .
perfection, which lighted on Vipaschit like the rays of heavenly
light ; and these states mutually helped and healed each other,
as the members of the body assist and supply to the defeets of
one another.

22 Rima sid:—Tef me, O neverable Brahman, why the
quadruple king Vipaschit, ran on all sides like brutes, if he was
so enlightened in every part, and why he did not sit collected
in himeelf as he was,
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23. Vasishths replied :—What I have related to you regard-
ing enlightenment, applies only to the case of yogis, who though
they are combined of many parts in their minds, do yet remain
sedate in themselves in the same state.

24. But the Vipaschitas were not so wholly enlightened as
the holy yogis, but heing partly enlightened, they remained in
the midmost state between the two, as if hanging betwixt both
state of enlightenment and ignorance at the same time.

25. They bore upon them the marks of both at once, namely
of the one by their discretion and discernment, and of the other
by the passions and affections of their minds, that led them to
the two different ways of liberation as well as of bondage.

26. Those who are ever vigilent in the discharge of thei
pious acts, and are wavering between their temporal and eternal
concerns, as the Vipaschitas continued in their course of action,
such persons cannot be perfect and esoteric yogis in this life.

27. The devotees that are devoted to their deyotion ofa
particular deity as the Vipaschitas were of the god of fire, are
styled as the dhdrana yogis; and not transcendent or param
yogis, unless they attain to transcendental knowledge (or jndna
yoga, which removes the avidyd ignorance).

28. The learned yogi doos not see any mist of ignorance,
to obstract his sight of the lights of truth; but the tgnorant
devotee is blind to truth, though he may be received into the
favour of his favorite deity.

29. The vipaschitas were all of them snbject to ignorance,
and they rejected the knowledge of the true soul, by their
attachment to gross material bodies, which are at best but vain
unrealities. Listen therefore to what I wil) now relate, regard-
ing those that are liberated from their g even in their
lifetime.

80. The yogis retain of course their knowledge of the con-
crete, in their conduct of the external affairs of life ; but liber-
ation is the virtue of the mind, consisting in its freedom from
subjection to gross muterials, and subsisting in the mind only,
aad 0ot in the body or its sensibility.
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81. Bat as the bodily properties are inseparably counected
with the body, and its sensibility can in no way be separated
from it; the liberated soul is therefore no way attached to-it,
nor doth the yogi ever take any heed of it in his' mind:
(his thoughts being solelyfixed in the soleity of the soul).

32. The mind of the liberated yogi, is never reunited with
his body, any more than pollen is ever rejoined with its parent
stalk; although the bodily properties of the living liberated
yogi, ever remain the same as those of worldy persons. (Free-
dom consists in the minds and soul, and mnot in the bonded
body).

33. The bodies of both are of course equally pereeptible by:
all, but not the minds which are hidden in them ; the liberated
soul cannot be seen by others; but the incarcerate spirit is
known to every body, by its addictedness to the discharge of
its bounded duties.

34. Self-liberation is as well perceptible to oneself, as his
perception of the sweetness of honey and the taste of other
things, are well known to himeself; and one is well acquainted
with his liberation and bondage, from his i of plea-
sure and pain from the one or other.

35. It is thus by one’s inward perception of his liberation,
that he is called the liberate ; and it is also the inward coolness
of his soul, as well as the indifference of his mind, that cons-
titute his liberation even in his life time.

36. Neither the bondage, or liberation of the soul, nor the
pleasure or painfulness of one’s mind can be any how known to
snother; whether youn divide the body into pieces or place it
upon a royal throne. (Thongh the features of the face, are
said to be indicators of the inward mind).

87. Whether langhing or crying, the liberated soul feels no
pleasure or pain therein ; because it is situated in both &tates
‘in the unalterable spirit of god.

38. The minds of liberated persons, are settled in the divine
spirit and no where else, even when they are in the aet of
of receiving or doing any thing. with their bodies: But the
Jearned men of the different, schools, sre ai¢a to be quite

VoL IV. 85




a1 Y0GA VASISHTHA.

wise from théir unacquaintance with liberation; (and being
moved by the eircumstances of life).

39. The bodies of liberated persons, are not affected by ex-
ternal events, and though such a one may appear to be weep-
ing, yet he never weeps in grief; nor does he die, with the
death of his mortal body.

40. The great man that is liberated in his life time, does
fot emile though he has a smiling face ; nor is he affected by
nor angry at any thing, though he seems to be moved by affec-
tions and ancer. (3. e. His feelings are never lasting).

41, TUndeluded he sees the delusions of the world, and un-
seen by any he sees the failings of others; and all pleasure
and pain seem as ideal unto him,

42. Every thing is as n4l to the liberate, as flowers grow-
ing in the garden of the sky; and the existence of the world
is non-existence unto him, who sees the unity alone in all ex-
istence, (The One being all and all being one ; all others are
lost in the only One).

43. The words pleasure and pain, are as aerial flowers to
him, who are indifferent to them, who have become victorious
over their feelings, by their liberation from all sensations in
their life time.

44. They that have known the truth, are unaltered in their
natures; as the mouths of Brahmd, are unflinching in .the
recital of Vedas, (?)

45. And as Siva ripped the upper head of Brahmé, as a
bud of lotus, with the nail of his hand; and the god neither
resented it, nor grew another head instead, which he was well
able to do: so the meek yogi remains unresentful at any harm
done to him.

46. Of what use js the upward or sky-looking face to him,
whose inner or intellectual eye shows him the voidness of all

wthings around ; hence the possession of the external organ of
sight, is nseless to him, who sees everything within himself

47. Every one gets as it is allotted to him by his fate, in
retribution of his past actions; and his fatality (of retributive
justice), does not betide mortals only ; hut hinds the god Siva
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8lso to the sweet embaces of Gauri, as well as to his melan-
choly contemplation for ever; and o also doth the milky ocean,
bear the ambrosial moon in his ample bosom. (An irrevecable
binds even jove himself, as Hara to his nakedness, and Hari to
his serpent bed).

48. Good minded men are seldom seen to abandon their
passions, though they are capable of doing so in their life time;
but they b quite dispassionaté upon their death, when
the five elemental principles of their bodics, are burnt away
upon the funeral pile. (All li¢ level with the dust in their silent
graves).

49. But the living liberated man, gains nothing by his
doing anything, nor loses aught by his doing of naught; nor
has he any concern with any person, hor interest whatever with
anything here on earth,

50. What avails one’s passienat or di ionateness in
this world ; since what is fated in this life, cannot be averted
by any means.

51. The god Hari, who is liberated in his life, does not yet
eease from his work of slaying the Asurus, or to have them slain
by the hands of Indra &c; he becomes incarnate, to die him-
self or by hands of d ; and is repeatedly born and grown
up, to be extinct at last. (Such is the general doom of all).

52. No one can give up his alternate activity and rest at
once, nor is there any good to be reaped by his attachment to
the one, or relinquishment of the other.

53. Therefore let 'a man remain in whatever state he may
be, without having any desire of his own; because the god
Hari is without any desire in himeelf, being the form of pure
Intellect or Tntelligence only. (Desire subsists in the mind,
and not in the intellectual soul).

54 The changing time changes and moves the steady sous,
like a ball on every side ; as it turns about the fixed sun round
the world in appesrance ; (and not in reality).

55. "The lord of the day, is not able to restrain his body,
from its apparent course ; though he is seated in his nirvdsc
s he is, without any. desire of changing his placa:
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56. The moon ilso appears to be waning under her' wasting:
desease, though she remains ever the same in all kalpa ages of
the world; so the soul of the liberated person continues the
same, though his body is subject to decay by age

57. The fire too is ever free and liberated in itself, because
nothing cun extinguish its latent heat at any time ; and though
it was suppressed by the sacrificeal butter of marutta, and the
seminal liquid of Siva for a while, yet it revived again as it wag
before. (Light and heat are coeternai elements).

58, Vrihaspati and Sukra the preceptors of the gods and
demigods, were liberated in their life time, and with all their

biti views of predomi , they as dull and miserable

persons.

59. The sagely prince Janaka is perfectly liberated in his
mind, and yet he is not loathe to rule over his princedom, and
to quell his' enemies in battle. (Liberation consists in the
mind, and not in cessation from action).

60. The great kings Nala, Mandhdta, Sagara, Dilipa,
Nahusa and others, were all liberate in their lives; and yet
they reigned and ruled over their realms, with all the vigilance
of sovereigns.

61. A man acting either wisely or foolishly in life, is neither
bonnd to or liberated in this world; but it is his ardent desire
of or apathy to worldi that titutes his bondage to or
liberation from it. )

62. The demoniac princes Vali, Namnchi, Vritra, Andhaks,
Mura and others, lived quite liberate in their.lives; though
they acted as unwisely, as if they were elated by their ambition
and passions.

63. Therefore the exit or disapp of the p
in the conduct of any body, makes no difference in his spiritual
character; but it is the pure vacancy of the hun - - soul and
mind, that constitutes his liberation in this world

64. Being possest of the knowledge of god as pure vacuum,
the living liberated person is assimilated to the lik of
vacuity itself; and is freed from the duality of thinking him-
velf otherwise than the divine spirit. (The sense of self .per-
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sonality, is lost in the knowledge of the universality of the
divine soul).

65. He is conscious of the fallacy of phenomenal appearances,
which he knows to be no more than as the variegated rainbow
réflected in empty air, (by the ineffable light of the glory of
god).

66. As the various colours are seen to shine in the rainbow,
in the field of empty air; so these myriads of brilliant worldly
bodies, are but vacuous particles appearing in infinite space,
(The great worlds are as minute atoms in the sight of great

od).
§ 67. This world is an unreality, appearing as a reality in
view ; it is unborn and increate, and yet it is irresistibly cons-~
picuous to our sight, like the appearance of the sky in thes
empty firmament.

68. . It is without its beginning or end, and yet nppearing
to have both of these; it is a mere void, and seeming as a real
substantiality ; it is increate, and yet thought to be & created-

thing ; it is indestructible, though thought to be subject
to destruction.

69. Its creation and destruciion are phenomena occurring
in the vacuous essence of God, as the structure of a wooden post
and statue, takes place in the substance of the wood. (Here
the Divine essence is considered as the material cause of the
world, and the one being void the other is considered equally
void also).

70. The mind being freed from its jmagination, and drown-
cd in deep meditation (sam4dhi), as in the state of a sleepless
sleeper ; it comes to the sight of an even entellectual vacuity,
engrossing the sighta of all the worlds, as if absorbed in it.

71. As a man passing from one place to another, is unmind-
ful of the intermidiate scenes ; so the attention being directed
solely to the sight of the intellectual void, the thought of all
the world and other existences is wholly lost in the same. (Such
sight of the single point in view is called the sakhd chandra
darsana. Nydya).

72. In this state of intense meditation, the thought of a
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duality is lost in that of the unity; and this ided of oneness
disappears in that of a vast void, which terminates to a state
of conscious bliss; (which is the summum bonum of yuga
philosophy).

78. In this state of insouciance, the duality of the world is
lost in the nullity of vacuity; the knowledge of self person-
ality is dwindled to spirituality, and all futurity presents' itself
clearly to the view of the clairvoyance of the enrapt yogi.
(This forms the purnata or perfectibility of yoga practice).

74, The perfect yogi remains with his mind, as elear as the
vacuous sky, enveloping the phenomanals in its ample sphere;
he sits silent and as still and cold as a stone; he. views the
world in himself, and remains quiet in rapturous amazement a$
the view.



CHAPTER CXXVL
RESUSCITATION AND CONDUCT OF THR VIPASCHITAS.

Argument :—Release of the Dead from the error of the world, their
wonderings.and fancies of themselves.

AMA said :—Now tell me sir, what the Vipaschitas did,
being cast in the seas, islands and forests, in the different
parts of the earth.

2. Vasistha replied :—Hear now, Réma, of the Vipaschitas,
in all their wanderings amidst the forests of tdla and taméla
trees, upon the hills and in the islands of different sides.

3. One of the Vipaschitas, that was roving about the wes-
terly ridge of a mountain in Kraunchadwipa, was crushed to
death by the tusk of an elephant, as it tears a lotns in the lake.

4. Another of these was hed in his test with a
Réksasa, who bore his maigled body aloft in air, and then cast
it amidst the marine fire, where it was burnt to ashes.

6. The third was talten up by a Vidyddhara, to the region
of the celestials; witere he wgs reduced to ashes by curse of
the god Indra, who was offendéd at the prince’s want of respect
towards him.

6. The fourth that went to the farthest edge of & mountain
in the Kusadwipa, was caught by a shark on the sea shore,
which tore his body to éight pieces.

7. In this manner did all these four lose their lives on all
sides, and they all fell as sorrowfully as the regents of the four
quarters, at the last dissolution of the world on the doomsday.

8. After they were reduced to the stnt.e of vacuity amidss
the vast vacuum, their vid and se souls, were
led by the reminiscence of their former states to behold the
‘earth, (to which they had been so much attached),

9. They saw the seven continents with their belts' of the
seven oceans, and also the cities and towns with which they
were decorated every where..
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10. They beheld the sky above, with the orbs of the sun
and moon forming the pupils of its eyes; and also the clusters
of stars, that were hanging as chains of pearls about its neck,
and the flaky clouds that formed its folded vest.

11 They saw ‘with their intellectual eye, the st pend
-bodies that rose out of chaos at the revolutions of past kalpa
cycles, and filled the amplitude of the sky and all sides of the
horizon with the gigantic forms. (These were the big bodies
of the many unitarian ssivas that appeared at the begining of
repeated creations).

12. Being possest of their conscionsness in their spiritual
forms, they descended to observe the manners of elemental
bodies that were exposed before them.

13. | All the four Vipaschitas were actuated by their previ-
ons impressions, to the inquiry into the measure and extent of
the ignorance, which led people to the belief of the body as
soul itself, in want of their knowledge of the spiritual soul : (as
it is the case with gross materialists).

14. They roved from one continent to another, to witness
in whav part of this ideal globe of the earth was this ignorance
{avidy4) most firmly seated, so as to give it the appearance of a
visible substance.

15. Then passing over the seven continents and* oceans, the
western Vipaschit; happened to meet with the God Hari stand-
ing on a parcel of firm land.

16. Receiving then the incomparable knowledge of divine
truth from him, he remained in his samddhi meditation at
‘that spot for full five years,

17. Finding afterwards his soul to be full with divine pre-
sence, he relinquished even his spiritul body, he fled like his
vital breath, to the transcendent vacuum of final extinction
wirvdna.

18. The eustern Vipaschit.was translated to the region of
moon (by his adoration of that luminary), and was seated be-
side that full bright orb (for his great purity and piety). But
the prince, though placed in the exalted sphere of the moon,
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continued ever afterwards to lament for the loss of his former
body. (So heavenly souls are said to long for their bodies).

19. The southern prince being forgetful of his spiritual
nature, thinks himself to be reigning in the salmalidwipa, and
employed in the investigation of external and sensible objects.

20. The nothern one dwelling amidst the limpid waters of
the seventh ocean, thought himself to be devoured by a shark,
which retained him in his belly for the space of a thousahd and
one years.

21. There he fed upen the bowels of theyshark, which
killed the animal in a short time; and then he came out of
ita belly, as if it gave birth to a young shark.

22, Then he passed the frigid ocean of snows and over its
icy tracts, stretching to eighty thousand yojanas (or leagues)
in dimension,

23. He next arrived a spot of solid gold, which was the
haunt of gods, and stretched to ten thousand yoganas, and here
he met with his end.

24. In this land the prince Vipaschit attained the state of
a God head, in the same manner as a piece of wood is turned
to fire in a burning furnace.

25. Being one of the principal Gods, he went to the Lokd-
loka or polar mountain, which sourrounded the globe of the
earth, as an aqueduct begirds the base of a tree.

26. It rises to the height of fifty thousand yojanas, and has
the inhabited earth on one side of it which faces the sunlight,
and eternal darkness reigning on the other.

27. He ascended to the top of the Polar mount, which
pierced the starry sphere ; and as he was seated upon it, he was
beheld in the light of a star by the beholders below.

28. Beyond that spot and afar from this highest mountain,
lay the deep and dark abyss of infinite void.

29. Here was the end of the globular form of this eartk, and
beyond it was the vacuity of.the sky, of fathomless depth, and
full of impervious darkness.

80. There reigns a dazkness of the hue of a swarm of black

Vor. IV. 86
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bees, and as the shade of the black taméla trees ; there is nei-
ther the stable earth nor any moving body under the extended
sky; this great void is devoid of spport, nor does it support
anything whatever at any time. (This is chacs).



CHAPTER CXXVIL
CosmoLoay or THE UNIVERSE.

Argument :—Account of the Earth and the starry frame below the end-
less Vacuum, which envelops the Universe.

s
AMA raid :—Please, tell me sir, how this globe of the
earth is situated, how and where the polar mountain
stands upon it, and do the stars revolve about the same.

2. Vasishtha replied :—As boys build their fancied castles

in empty air, so is this world the creation of the imagination of
the mind of Brahm4, and no more than this,
& "Asthe dimsighted man sees the shadow of the moon and
other fislse gights before his eyes, so the creative Power-Brahm4
sees in the beginning, the phantoms of the phenomenal world
in the vacuity of its Intellect : (like a shadow of the prototype
in the Divine mind).

4 As an imaginary city is situated in the mind, and is invi-
sible to the eye ; so the notion of the world is posited in the
intellect, and not exhibited in actuality.

5. Whenever there is the reflexion of anything whatever in
the mind, and arising spontaneously of its own nature (from
previous reminiscence) ; the same presents itself even then and-
in that state before the sight, (as in a dream).

6. As the dimsighted eye, sees false sights in the sky ; so
the deluded mind, sees the earth and the orbs of heaven (i. e.
the heavenly bodies).

7. As the current water flows on the surface of rivers, and
there resides the latent fire undernsath; so the notions of
things presenting themselves as dreams of the mind, are mani-
fested as real ones before the sight.

Hence as thoughts and notions of things, occur and sub-
side continually in the mind ; so the earth and heavenly bodies,
appear incessantly to revolve in their spheres; (and the stars to
rise and set in endless succession).
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9. The world is entirely inexistent, to dull and inanimate
beings; it is visible to those that have the visual organs, but
utterly invisible to the blind, and altogether unknown to them
that are born as sueh. It is imperceptible to the inscnsible,
and perceptible only in the same manner as it is presented in
the mind. So it is in the power of the r*nd alone, to represent '
it in some form or other to one’s self.

10. It is thus according to the mental conception (of some
astronomers), that the bodies of stars, are considered to be as
large as the earth ; and the unreal world (of spiritualist), is be-
lieved as a real entity (by the materialist).

11. The world has both light and darkness, owing to the
presence or absence of the sun; beyond which there is the
great abyss of vacuity, which is a vast expanse of darkness, ex-
cept where there is a glimpse of Zodacal light.

12, The polar circle 18 called the polar mountain, from the
protuberance of the poles at both ends; it is termed also the
Lokéloka or having a light and another darkside, owing to the
course of the sun towards or away from it. Its distance from
the starry circle, derives it also of Zodiacal light,

13.- Beyond the polar circle, and afar from the sphere of the
sky, ther¢ is the sphere of the starry frame, which revolves
around them at a great distance on all the ten sides.

14. This starry (zodiacal) belt, girds the firmament up and
down, from the heavens above to the infernal regions below, in
the vast vacuity of space ; and extends to all sides.

15, The starry sphere (or belt of the zodiac), turns round
the polar circle of the earth, and its nether regions, as it ap-
pears to our imagination, and not otherwise (as fixed and mo-
tionless).

16. The sphere of zodiacal stars, is twiee as distant from the
poles, as those are distant from the middle of the earth; in the
ame manner as the covering crust of a ripe walnut is aloof
from the sheath of its seeds.

17. Thus the starry belt is settled at double the distance
from the poles, as the polar circle is situated from the cquator;
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and it turns all about the ten sides. as a bel fruit whirls in the
sky.

18. The aspect of the world is according to the modality, in
which it is situated in the imagination of Brahmd, and as it is
reflected from its archetype in the Divine mind (or its cons-
ciousness of it).

19. * There is another sphere of the heavens, which is afar
from the starry frame, and twice in its extent than that; this
is lighted by the zodiacal light and beyond it their reigns a

thick darkness, .

20. At the end of this sphere, there is the great circle of the
universe ; having one half of it stretching above and one below,
‘and containing the sky in the midst of them. (This is called
the Brahmdnda kharpara, or the mundane sphere).

21. It extends to millons of joyamas, and is: esmpaet with
all its cont